
ORIGINAL 
ORDINANCE NO. 665 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHORELINE, WASIDNGTON AMENDING 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SHORELINE PLANNING COMMISSION IN THE 
REVIEW OF QUASI-JUDICIAL LAND USE APPROVALS AND MAKING MINOR 
CLARIFICATIONS TO COMMISSION PROCEDURES; AND AMENDING CHAPTER 
2.20 OF THE SHORELINE MUNICIPAL CODE 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 621, adopted on November 28, 2011, transferred the review 
authority for all quasi-judicial hearings from the Planning Commission to the Hearing Examiner; 
and 

WHEREAS, Shoreline Municipal Code Chapter 2.20 should be updated to reflect the 
change in Commission responsibilities and minor changes are needed to reflect changes is practice 
and procedure for the Planning Commission since adoption of the Chapter in 1995; now therefore 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON DO 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Amendment. Shoreline Municipal Code Section 2.20.020 Membership is 
amended to read as follows: 

2.20.020 Membership. 

A. Qualifications. Members of the planning commission shall be selected from individuals who have 

an interest in environmental affairs, planning, land use, and residential and commercial development 

as evidenced by training, experience or actions. An intent of the selection process shall be to evenly 

represent the areas of interest as stated herein. Membership in the planning commission shall be 

limited to residents or owners of property within the city. No member shall serve longer than two 

consecutive terms. 

B. Number of Members - Terms. The planning commission shall consist of seven members, each of 

whom shall be appointed for a term of four years. Terms shall expire March 31st in even-numbered 

years with three members appointed in 2010 and four members appointed in 2012. 

C. Appointment. Members of the planning commission shall be appointed by majority vote of the city 

council subject to an open recruitment process. Commissioners shall be selected without respect to 

political affiliations and shall serve without compensation. 

D. Removal. Members of the commission may be removed by the city manager, with the 

concurrence of the city council, for neglect of duty, conflict of interest, malfeasance in office, or other 

just cause, or for unexcused absence from more than three consecutive regular meetings. Failure to 

either reside or own property in the city shall constitute a forfeiture of office. The decision of the city 

council regarding membership on the planning commission shall be final and there shall be no 

appeal there from. Members finding themselves unable to attend regular meetings are expected to 

tender their resignation. 

E. Vacancies. Vacancies occurring other than through the expiration of terms shall be filled for the 

unexpired terms in the same manner as for appointments as provided in this chapter. 
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F. Conflicts of Interests. Members of the planning commission shall fully comply with Chapter 42.23 

RCW, Code of ethics for municipal officers, Chapter 42.36 RCW, Appearance of fairness, and such 

other rules and regulations as may be adopted from time to time by the city council regulating the 

conduct of any person holding appointive office within the city. 

Section 2. Amendment. Shoreline Municipal Code Section 2.20.030 Meetings-Rules is 
amended to read as follows: 

2.20.030 Meetings - Rules. 

A The planning commission shall organize and elect from its members a chair, who shall preside at 

all meetings of the commission, and a vice-chair. A majority of the commission members shall 

constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and a majority vote of those present shall be 

necessary to carry any proposition. 

B. The commission shall determine a regular meeting schedule (time, place and frequency), as 

necessary, but no less frequent than once every two months. All meetings shall be open to the 

public. 

C. The commission shall adopt such rules and regulations as are necessary for the conduct of its 

business and shall keep a taped record an audio recording of its proceedings and such written notes 

as the commission may from time to time direct. The taped record audio recording and any written 

notes shall be a public record. 

Section 3. Repeal. Shoreline Municipal Code Section 2.20.050 Rezone hearings is 
repealed in its entirely. 

Section 4. 
to read as follows: 

Amendment. Shoreline Municipal Code Subsection 2.20.060 K is amended 

2.20.060 Duties - Responsibilities. 

A The planning commission shall direct the preparation of a comprehensive plan and development 

regulations in compliance with Chapter 36. 70A RCW. This includes establishing procedures 

providing for early and continuous public participation in the development and amendment of the 

comprehensive land use plan for the city and the development regulations implementing the plan 

and make recommendations concerning these matters to the city council. 

B. The planning commission shall review land use management, shoreline management and 

environmental protection ordinances and regulations of the city and make recommendations 

regarding them to the city council. 

C. The planning commission shall review potential future service annexations areas to the city as 

requested by the city council, and make recommendations concerning them. 

2 



ORIGINAL 
D. Where design review is required by land use ordinances of the city, the planning commission shall 

perform such design review unless that review is delegated to some other appointed body or city 

staff. 

E. The planning commission shall recommend, establish priorities for, and review studies of 

geographic subareas in the city. 

F. The planning commission shall submit written periodic reports annually to the city council setting 

forth its progress in completing its work program for the current fiscal year. 

G. The planning commission shall be encouraged to maintain liaison with the planning staff of the 

city. 

H. The planning commission may hold public hearings in the exercise of its duties and 

responsibilities as it deems necessary. 

I. Repealed by Ord. 621. 

J. The planning commission shall have such other duties and powers as may be conferred upon the 

commission from time to time by ordinance, resolution or motion of the city council. 

K. Unless otherwise assigned by ordinance to another body, all public hearings required to be held in 

the course of adoption or amendment to the comprehensive plan, the zoning code, or adoption or 

amendment of regulations for the subdivision of land, shorelines management and environmental 

protection regulations shall be heard by the planning commission. 

Section 5. Effective Date and Publication. A summary of this ordinance consisting of 
the title shall be published in the official newspaper and the ordinance shall take effect five days 
after publication. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON JULY 15, 2013. 

ATTEST: 

Date of Publication: July 18, 2013 
Effective Date: July 23, 2013 
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