
ORDINANCE NO. 22 

Ordinance No. 218 repeals: 
KCC 23.32.010-.040 

(civil penalties adopted by Ordinance 
No.~ 22) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON, 
ADOPTING BY REFERENCE TITLE 23 ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
KING COUNTY CODE AS AN INTERIM REGULATION OF THE 
CITY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Shoreline will incorporate on August 31, 1995; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has conducted public hearings on June 19 and June 26 
at which testimony from members of the public was heard regarding the proposed land use 
comprehensive plan, subdivision, zoning, and other development regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Shoreline needs to have enforceable land use, shoreline 
management, other similar codes and development regulations in effect on the date of 
incorporation- and, 

WHEREAS, the City intends to embark on a comprehensive planning process 
including revisiting interim codes and ordinances after the date of incorporation when 
additional planning staff are available to the City; NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHORELINE, WASIDNGTON, 
DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Authority to Adopt Interim Enforcement Ordinance Pursuant to RCW 
35.21.180, 35A. 1 1.020, and 35A.21.160, the City adopts by reference Title 23 of the King 
County Code (Exhibit A, hereto) as presently constituted or hereinafter amended, as the 
Interim Enforcement Code. Exhibit A is hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth 
herein. 

Section 2. Adoption of A<lministratiye Rules. Hereby further adopted by 
reference are any and all implementing administrative rules now in effect regarding 
Enforcement that have been adopted either pursuant to King County Code Chapter 2.98, 
Rules of County Agencies, or elsewhere in the King County Code except that, unless·the 
context requires otherwise, any reference to the "County" or to "King County" shall refer to 
the City of Shoreline, and any reference to County staff shall refer to the City Manager or 
designee. 

Section 3. Adoption of Certain Other Laws. To the extent that any provision of 
the King County Code, or any other law, rule or regulation referenced in the attached 
Enforcement Code, is necessary or convenient to establish the validity, enforceability or 
interpretation of the Enforcement Code, then such provision of the King County Code, or 
other law, rule or regulation, is hereby adopted by reference. 
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Section 4. Reference to Hearing Bodies. To the extent that the attached 
Enforcement Code refers to planning commissions, board of appeals, hearing examiner, or 
any other similar body, the City Council shall serve in all such roles, but retains the right to 
establish any one or more of such bodies, at any time and without regard to whether any 
quasi-judicial or other matter is then pending. 

Section 5. Severability. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this Ordinance 
be preempted by state or federal law or regulation, such decision or preemption shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance or its application to other 
persons or circumstances. 

Section 6. Effective Date and Publication. A summary ofthis ordinance 
consisting of its title shall be published in the official newspaper of the City. This ordinance 
shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of publication or the date of 
incorporation as the law may require. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON JUNE 26,1995 

a,,\\).~~ 
Mayor Connie King \ 

ATTEST: 

Marie K. O'Connell, Interim City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Date of Publication: 6/26/95 
Effective Date: 7 /3/95 
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Chapters: 

23.04 Title 
23.08 Generally 
23.10 Junk Motor Vehicles 

Title 23 
ENFORCEMENT 

23.12 Notices and Orders of the Director 
23.16 Suspension and ~ocation of Permits 
23.20 Recovery of Civil Penalty and Cost of M>:atement 
23.24 Severability 
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ENFORCEMENT· 

Exhibit A of 
Ordinance No. 22 

Title 23 
King County Code 

(King County 12-86) 





TITLE 

Sectionss 
23.04.010 Named. 

Chapter 23.04 
~In.B 

23.04.010 - 23.08.020 

23.04.010 Haaed. The provision• of the ordinance codified in thia title 
shall become a new and separate title in the King County Code entitled. 
•Enforcement.• (Ord. 2909 S 601, 1976). 

Chapter 23.08 
GENERALLY 

Administration. 
Definitions. 
Declaration of nuisance. 
Right of entry. 
Abatement proceedings - Authorized. 
Abatement proceedings - Legal relief. 
Technical review committee. 
Misdemeanor. 
Civil penalties - Procedures. 
Civil penalties - General requirements. 
Civil penalties - Schedules. 

Sectionss 
23.08.010 
23.08.020 
23.08.030 
23.08.040 
23.08.050 
23.08.060 
23.08.070 
23.08.080 
23.08.090 
23.08.100 
23.08.110 
23.08.120 Enforcement and Penalties for Sensitive Areas. 

23.08.010 Adainiatration. The directors are authorized to utilize the 
procedures of this title in order to enforce violation• of any land use or public 
health ordinance. (Ord. 2909 S 102, 1976). 

23.08.020 Definitions. For the purpose of this title, the words and phrases 
designated in this section shall be defined as follows: 

A. Committee, Enforcement Technical Review. •Enforcement technical review 
committee" means the committee established by Section 23.08.070 for the purpose 
of reviewing and coordinating enforcement ac~ions by the directors. 

B. Director. •Director,• as used in this title, means the director of the 
department of parka, planning and resources, the director of the Seattle-King 
County department of public health (the •1ocal health officer" as that term is 
used in RCW Chapter ?0.05), the director of the department of public works, the 
King County fire marshal.or such other person as the council shall by ordinance 
authorize to utilize the provisions of this title, and shall also include any 

· duly authorized representative of such directors. 
c. Examiner, Hearing. •searing examiner,• as used in this title, means the 

King County zoning and aubdiviaion ex~iner, as created by Ordinance 263, Article 
S, King county Code (KCC), codified in Chapter 20.24, or hi• duly authorized 
representative. 

D. Nuisance. •Nuisance," as used in this title, ie defined as unlawfully 
doing an act, or omitting to perform a duty, which act or omission either annoys, 
injures or endangers the c~mfort, repose, health or safety of others, offends 
decency, or unlawfully interferes with, obstructs, or tends to obstruct, or 
render dangerous for passage, any lake or navigable river, bay, 
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23.08.020 - 23.08.040 ENFORCEMENT 

•trea.m, canal or ba•in, or any public park, •quare, •treat or highway; or which 
in any way render• other peraon• inaecur• in life, or in th• uae cf property. 

z. Nuiaance, Public. •Public nuiaance,• a• uaed in thi• title, ia defined 
as a nuisance which af fecta the right• cf an entire community or neighborhood, 
although the extent cf the nuiaanc• may be unequal. 

F. Ordinance, the Land Uae. •Land uee ordinance,• aa uaed in thi• title, 
include• the ordinance codified in this title .and any other exieting or future 
ordinance or reeolution cf th• county which regulate• the uae and development cf 
land, ·including but not limited to the following ordinance• and amendment• which 
ahall be enforced by the director cf the depa.rtment of parka, planning and 
resources and director of public work• or any duly authorized repreeentative: the 
zoning code, Resolution 25789 (KCC Title 21)1 the aubdiviaio~ code, Reeolution 
11048 (KCC Title 19)1 the mobile home code, Reaolution 20433 (XCC Ch. 21.09); 
building and conatructicn code (KCC Title 16) (part)J ahoreline management, 
Ordinance 1402 (KCC Ch. 20.40); 1urface water runoff, Ordinance 2281 and 7590 
(KCC Title 9)1 9radin9, Ordinance 1488 (XCC Chapter 16.82). •i.and uH ordinance" 

.aleo include• the fellowing ordinance• to be enforced by the director of the 
department of public works, the King County fire marshal or the director cf the 
Seattle-King county Health Department, road• and bridge• (KCC Title 14)., or by 
the King county fire marshal, Ordinance 2097 (KCC Chapter 17.04). 

G. Ordinance, Public Health. •Public health ordinance,• ae ueed in this 
title, include• the ordinance codified in thi1 title and any other existing or 
future ordinance or resolution cf the county, rule• and regulations cf the Board 
of Health, er provieion• cf the Washington Adminiatrative Code which regulate the 
public health, including but not limited to the following ordinances and 
amendment• which ahall be enforced by the director of the Seattle-King County 
health department or by the directer of the department of public works where 
applicable: health and 1anitation (KCC Title 8); •olid waste (KCC Title 10); 
rabies control (KCC Chapter 11·.12); water and aawer •yetema (KCC Title 13); 
Plumbing Code (KCC Title 16) (part)J mobile heme cede (KCC Title 18) (part); and 
board of health rule• and regulations pertaining to fcod-eervice establishments 
and on-site sewage di1po1al aystems. 

H. Permit. •Permit• means any form of certificate, approval, registration, 
license, or ether written permi1sion given to any pereon to engage in any 
activity as required by law, ordinance or regula.tion. 

I. Person. •person,• a1 ueed in thi• title, includes any natural person, 
organization, corporation or partnership and their agent• or assigns. (Ord. 2909 
s 101, 1976). 

23.08.030 l>eclaration of nuisance. All violations of land u1e and public 
health ordinances are determined to be detrimental to the pu~lic health, safety, 
and welfare and are public nuiaancee. All condition• which are determined by a 
director to be in violation of any land uaa or public health ordinance •hall be 
•ubject to th• provi•iona cf thi• title and ehall be corrected by any reasonable 
and lawful sneana, as provided in thi• title. (Ord. 2909 S 103, 1976). 

23 .oa.o'o 1tight of entry. A. Whenever neceSBary to make an inspection to 
enforce or determine.compliance with the provision• of any land u1e or public 
health ordinance, or whenever a directer er hi1 duly authorized inspector has 
cauee to believe that a violation of any land uae or public health ordinance 
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GENERALLY 23.08.040 - 23.08.070 

h~• been or i• being corNnitted, the in1pector may enter any building, •tructure, 
property or portion thereof at reaeonabl• time• to inapect the aame. 

B. If auch building, atructure, property or portion thereof i• occupied, 
the in•pector •hall pre•ent identification credential•, •tat• the r•a•on for the 
in•pection, and demand entry. 

c. If auch building, atructure, property or portion thereof i• unoccupied, 
the in•pector •hall f irat make a rea•onabl~ effort to locate the owner or other 
persona having charge or control of the building, •tructure, property or portion 
thereof and demand entry. If the in•pector i• unable to locate the owner or auch 
other peraona, and he ha• reaaon to believe that condition• therein create an 
immediate and irreparable land uae or health hazard, he •hall make entry. 

D. It i• unlawful for any owner or occupant or any other per•on having 
charge, care or control of any building, structure, property or portion thereof 
to fail or neglect after proper demand ha• been given to permit prompt entry 
thereon where the in•pector ha• rea•on to believe that condition• therein create 
an immediate and irreparable land use or health hazard. 

E. Unless entry is consented to by the owner or peraon in control of any 
building, atructure, property or portion thereof or conditions are believed to 
exist which create an immediate and irreparable land use or health hazard, the 
inspector, prior to entry, ahall obtain a aearch warrant as author.ized by the 
laws of the state of Washington. (Ord. 2909 S 104, 1976). 

23 .08 .050 Abateaent proceeding• - Authorised. In addition to or aa an 
alternative to any other judicial or adminiatrative remedy provided in thi• title 
or by law or other ordinance, a director may order a land use or public health 
ordinance violation to be abated. A director may order any person who creates 
or maintain• a violation of any land use or public health ordinance, or rule• and 
regulation• adopted thereunder, to·cornmence corrective work and to complete the 
work within such time a• a director determine• reasonable under the 
circumstances. If the required corrective work i• not commenced or completed 
within the time apecified, a director will proceed to &bate the violation and 
cause the work to be done. He will charge the coats thereof as a lien against 
the property and as both a joint and •eparate per•onal obligation of any person 
who i• in violation. (Ord. 2909 S 107, 1976). 

23.08.060 Abat .. ent proceedings. - IAgal relief. Notwithstanding the 
existence or u•• of any other remedy, a director may seek legal or equitable 
relief to enjoin any act• or practices or a.bate any condition• which constitute 
or will constitute a violation of any land use or public health ordinance or 
rules and regulation• adopted thereunder. (Ord. 2909 S 108, 1976). 

23.08.070 ~ecb.llical review co-ittee. A. There i• established the 
enforcement technical review committee, consisting of one designated 
representative from each of th• following department• or offices: the department 
of planning and community development, the Seattle-Xing county department of 
public health, the department of public work• and traneportation,·the department 
of public safety and the office of th• prosecuting attorney. The committee •hall 
select one member a• it• chairperson. Th• coainittee shall meet periodically and 
at auch times a1 it deems necessary to carry out the functions specified in this 
title. 

B. The functions of the committee include the following: 
l. Aaaure coordinated enforcement in ca1ea involving multiple 

location•. 
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23.CB.070 - 23.CB.110 ENFORCEMENT 

2. ~•view and recommend appropriate enforcement action• in the ca•e of 
complex or protracted violation• or in any other ca•e con•ulted by a directori 

3. Develop efficient method• of identifying and enforcing violation• and 
avoiding duplication of enforcement function• among county and other agenci••· 
(Ord. 2909 S 109, 1976). 

23.08.080 11.hd .. eauor. A• an alternative to any other judicial or 
admini•trative remedy provided in thi• title or by law or other ordinance, any 
per•on who wilfully or knowingly violate•' any land u•• or public health 
ordinance, or rule and regulation adopted thereunder, or any order iuued 
pur•uant to thi• title, or by each act of commi••ion or omi••ion procures, aid• 
or abet• auch violation, i• ;uilty of a mhdemeanor and upon conviction •hall be 
puni•h•d by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollar• and/or impri•onment in the 
county jail for a term not to exceed ninety day•. Sach day auch violation 
continue• •hall be con•idered an additional misdemeanor Offen••· (Ord. 9614 s 
121, 1990s Ord. 2909 S 105, 1976). 

23 .08 .090 CiYil penal ti•• - Procedures. A. Any person or organization who 
violates any land u•• or public health ordinance, or rule• and regulations 
adopted thereunder, or th• conditions of any permit i••u•d pur1uant to •uch 
ordinance, rule or regulation, or who, by any act of commi••ion or ·omia1ion 
procures, aid• or abet• •uch violation •hall be •ubject to civil penalti•• aa 
provided in thi• chapter. 

B. Civil penaltiea may.be directly aa1e11ed by the appropriate director by 
mean• of a notice and order ia1ued pursuant to Chapter 23 .12 or may be recovered 
by legal action filed in Xing County Superior Court by the pro•ecuting attorney 
en behalf of King County. 

c. Civil penalti•• aueued by mean• of a notice and order •hall be 
collected in accordance with the lien, per1onal obligation, and other procedures 
apecified in thi• title. Civil penalti•• a•••••ed in a legal action in Superior ) : 
Court •hall be collected in the same manner a1 judgments in civil action•. (Ord. 
•569 S 2, 1979). 

23.08.100 Ci•il peualtiH - General requireaenta. A. Any person engaged 
·in the development, management, aale, rental or use of property aolely for the 
purpo1.e 'cf relidential occupancy by •aid person or hia or her immediate family 
•hall be deemed to be engaged in noncommercial ventures for purpose• of thi• 
chapter. All other persona •hall be deemed to be engaged in cocmercial vent urea 
~or purpo1e• of.thi• chapter. 

B. Zach and every day or portion thereof during which any violation i• 
cc:mrnitted, continued, permitted or not corrected •hall be deemed a violation for 
purpo••• of thi• title. Civil penalti•• for .failure to obtain any required 
permit •hall begin to accrue on the fir•t day activity •ubject to the permit 
requirement i• cocmnencad and •hall cease to accrue on the day th• permit i• 
cbtain•d~ Civil penalti•• for violation of any atcp work order •hall ba;in to 
accrue on the f ir•t day the atop work order i• po•t•d and •hall cease on the day 
the work i• actually stopped. (Ord. 4569 S 3, 1979). 

23.08.110 CiYil ~lti•• .- lcbedul••· 
cf per•on• engaged in cc:iftctrcial ven~ur•• 
following achedule: 

Violation of ~.c.c. Chapter 8.12 
Violation of ~.c.c. Chapter 8.60 
Violation of x.c.c. Title 10 
Violation of x.c.c. Chapter 12.92 
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A. Civil penalti•• for violation• 
•hall be a1aeeaed pur•uant to '1<:~-.~ 

$1000 per violation 
$ 500 per violation 

- $1000 per violation 
$ 500 per violation 



CE NE RALLY 

Violation of x.c.c. 
Violation of x.c.c. 
Violation of x.c.c. 
Violation of x.c.c. 

Title 13 
Chapter 16.82 
Title 19 
Chapter 21.54 

Violation of any •top work order 
Violation of any •top work order i••u•d for a 

violation of K.c.c. Chapter 21.54 
All other violation• 
B. Civil penaltiea for violation• by per•on• 

venture• •hall be aaaeeaed pur•uant to the fol!owing 
Violation of x.c.c. Chapter 8.12 
Violation of x.c.c. Chapter 8.60 
Violation of x.c.c. Chapter 16.82 
Violation of x.c.c. Title 19 
Violation of x.c.c. Title 10 
Violation of x.c.c. Chapter 21.54 

Violation of any •top work order 
Violation of any •top work order i••u•d for a 

23.08.110 - 23.08.120 

- $ 250 per violation 
- $ 500 per violation 
- $ 250 per violation 

- See provi•ion• in 
x.c.c. 23.08.120 

- $ 500 per violation 

- $2000 per violation 
- $ 150 per violation 

engaged in noncommerci.al 
•chedule: 

- $ 500 per violation 
- $ 250 per violation 
- $ 100 per violation 
- $ 100 per violation 
- $ 500 per violation 

- See provi•iona in 
x.c.c. 23.08.120 

- $ 100 per violation 

violation of x.c.c. Chapter 21.54 - $1000 per violation 
All other violation• - $ 25 per violation 

c. Penalties for th• •econd •eparate violation by the •am• peraon •hall be 
double the rate• identified.in aubsection• A. and B. of thi• •ection. Penaltie• 
for any aeparate violation beyond a •econd violation by the •am• per1on •hall be 
triple the rates identified in •ubaection• A. and B. of thi• •action; provided 
that for violation .of x.c.c. Chapter 21.54 penaltie1 •hall be aHeBBed in 
accordance with K.C.C. 23.08.120. Each day on which activity occur• in violation 
of a atop work order •hall be 'deemed a separate violation for purpo•e• of thiB 
•ection. (Ord. 9614 S 118, 1990: Ord. 7708 S 3, 1986: Ord. 4569 S 4, 1979). 

23.08.120 Bnforcaaent anc! Penalties for lenaitiT• Areas. The enforcement 
proviaiona for •enaitive areaa are intended to encourage compliance with 
K.C.c. 21.54 and protect aenaitive areaa and the public from harm. To achieve 
thia, violator• will not only be required to restore damaged •enaitive areaa, 
insofar aa that ia pouible, but will alao be required to pay a civil penalty for 
the redre•• of ecological, recreational, and economic value• loat or damaged due 
to their unlawful action. 

A. The provi8ion• in thi8 ••ction are in addition to and not in lieu of any 
other penalty, aanction or right of action provided by law. 

B. In all ca•e•, the owner of the land •hall be named •• a party to the 
notice and order. In addition to any other per•on• who may be liable for 
violations, th• owner •hall be jointly and •everally liable for the re•toration 
of a aite and payment of any civil penalti•• impo•ed. 

c. Violation of thi• chapter mean• the violation of any provi1ion of 
x.c.c. 21.54 or of the adminiatrativ• rule• promuigated hereunder, or of any 
perJnit or approval or atop work order or any other order i••ued pur•uant hereto, 
or· of any of the term• and condition• of any ••n•itive area tract or aetback 
area, easement or other covenant, plat restriction or binding a1aurance, or of 
any mitigation plan, or contract or agreement concluded pur1uant to the 
above-mentioned proviaion• of thi• ordinance. 

D. Civil penalties. Any per1on in violation of Chapter 21.54 •hall be 
subject to civil penalties aaaesaed as follow1: 
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23.08.120 ENFORCEMENT 

l. An amount reasonably determined by the director to be equivalent to 
the economic benefit that the violator deriva1 from the violation a1 mea1ured by 
tha greater of the re1ultin9 increa1e in market value of th• property or the 
value received by the violator, or •avin91 of con1truction co•t• realized by the 
violator performing any act in violation of thi• chaptar1 and 

2. An amount, not to exceed $25,000, that i• raa•onably ba•ed upon the 
nature and gravity of the violation and the co•t to th• county of enforcing thi• 
chapter again•t the violator. 

3. Any civil penalty recovered under thi• ••ction •hall ba depoaited in 
the San•itiv• Area• Mitigation Fund for u•• by the county in protecting or 
reatorin; ••n•itiv• ar••• •• ••t forth in Jt.c.c. 21.54.150. 

4. No civil penalty •hall be i.mpoHd under this chapter upon Jting County 
er county employee• for any act or omi••ion relating to th• admini•tration or 
•nforcement of thi• chapter. 

7. Revocation or Refu•al to Accept Application. 
· - 1. In addition to the revocation and au1pen•ion provi•ion• ••t forth in 

Jt.c.c. Chapter 23.16., a permit or approval that i• •ubject to •en•itive areas 
review may be revoked or •u•pended upon failure by an applicant to di•clo•e a 
chan9e of circwnstance• on the development propo•al •it• which materially affect• 
hi• or her ability to meet the permit or approval condition• or which makes 
inaccurate the •en•itive area •tudy that wa• the ba•i• for impo•ing permit or 
approval condition•. 

2. In addition to any other enforcement method, to further the ramadial 
purpo•e• of thi• •ection, King County •hall refu•a to accept any application for 
a permit or approval for a development propoaal for any property on which a 
violation of this chapter hu occurred, on which a violation of any prior 
ordinance repealed by thi• chapter or of th• admini•trativa rule• promulgated 
thereunder or of any permit, approval, order, ea1ement plan or agreement i•sued 
pur•uant thereto has occurred. Such refu1al •hall continue until the violation 
i• cured by restoration accepted a• complete by Jting County and by payment of any 
civil penalty imposed for the violation. Provided that, f.pplication• for permits 
or approval• •hall be accepted to the extent necaa•ary to accompli•h any required 
cure. 

3. In order to further the remedial purpoH of thh •ection, Jting County 
•hall refuse to accept any application for a development propo•al permit or 
approval from any person found to have violated thi• chapter until the violation 
i• cured by r••toration accepted a• complete by Jting County or a mitigation plan 
and performance bond to an•ure completion ha• been approved by Jting County and 
by payment of any civil penalty impoHd for the violation. Provided that, 
application• •hall be accepted to the extent neceuary to accompli•h any required 
cure. 

4. For the purpo••• of thi• •ub•ection,.a per•on will be deemed to have 
been found in violation of thi• chapters 

a. Whan a notice and order alleging a violation i• i••u•d and not 
timely appealed1 . or 

b. When a determination i• made by a hearing examiner that a per•on has 
committed a violation, unle•• that determination i• timely appealed to Superior 
Court and i• thereupon raver••d. or otherwi•• •tayed. 

G. Any per•on aubject to the provi•iona of thi• chapter who violate• any 
provi•ion of thi• chapter •hall be liable for all damage to public or private 
property arising from auch violation, including the co•t of raatoring the 
affected area, within a reasonable time, to it• condition prior· to auch 
violation. (Ord. 9614 S 120, 1990). 
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• JUNK MOTOR VEHICLES 

sections a 
23.10.010 
23.10.020 
23.10.030 
23.10.040 
23.10.050 
23.10.060 
23.10.070 
23.10.080 
23.10.090 
23.10.100 
23.10.110 

Chapter 23.10 
JUH'X MOTOR VEBI CI.BS 

Purpose. 
Definition•. 
Certification. 
Violations. 
Exception•. 
Notice required. 
Determination of reapon•ibility. 
Hearing. 
Abatement and removal. 
CO•t• _o_f removal and di•poaal. 
Rule• and procedures. 

23.10.010 - 23.10.020 

23.10.010 Purpose. The purpoae of thi• chapter i• to establi•h procedures 
for the abatement and removal aa public nui•ancea of junk motor vehicles purauant 
RCW 46.55.240. (Ord. 7846 S l, 1986). 

23 .10 .020 Definition•. •Junk vehicle" mean• a motor vehicle certified under 
section 23.10.030 a• meeting all the following requirements: 

A. I• three years old or older; 
B. I• extenaively damaged, •uch damage including but not limited to any of 

the following: A broken window or windshield or mi••ing wheel•, tires, motor, 
or tranemi•sion; 

c. I• apparently inoperable; 
D. I• without a valid, current regi•tration plate; 
E. Has a fair market value equivalent only to the value of the •crap in it. 

(Ord. 7846 S 2, 1986). 
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23.10.030 - 23.10.070 ENFORCEMENT 

23.10.030 Certification. Any individual authorized by the manager of the 
building and land development divi1ion may in1pect and certify that a vehicle 
meet• the requirement• of a junk vehicle. Such certification 1hall be in writing 
and 1hall record th• make and vehicle identification number and license nWl'l.ber 
of the vehicle if available. The certifying individual •hall al10 de1cribe in 
detail the damage or mi11ing equipnent to verify that the.value of the junk 
vehicle i• equivalent only to the value cf 1crap. (Ord. 7846 S 3, 1986). 

23.10.010 Violation•. It •hall be unlawful to park, •tore or abandon junk 
vehicle• on private property with exception• a1 provided in Section 23.10.050. 
Such a violation •hall be a nui1ance 1ubject to the abatement procedure ••t out 
in thi• chapter and •hall be deemed a violation cf a land u1e ordinance for 
purpo••• of &.c.c. Title 23. Th• procedure• in thi• chapter are in addition to 
th• exi1tence and u1e of any other remedy available. (Ord. 7846 S 4, 1986). 

23.10.050 Zxception1. Thi• chapter •hall not apply to a vehicle or part 
thereof whichs -(l) i• not vi1ible from the •treet or ether public or private 
property; or (2) i• 1tored or parked in a lawful manner on private property in 
connection with the bu1ine11 of a licen1ed diarnantler, licenaed vehicle dealer 
and ia fenced a• required by 1tate law. (Ord. 7846 S S, 1986). 

23.10.060 Jfotice required. A. The lut regi1tered vehicle owner of record 
and the property owner of record 1hall each be given notice by certified mail, 
with a return receipt requeated, that a public hearing may be reque1ted before 
the zoning and 1ubdivi1ion examiner and that if no hearing i• reque1ted within 
lS day• from the date of the po1tmark cf the notice, the vehicle or automobile 
bulk will be removed. 

B. If a request for hearing i1 received within 15 day1 of the po1tmark, a 
notice giving the time, location and date of •uch hearing on the question of : ·) 
abatement and removal of the vehicle or vehicle• or part(•) a• a public nui1ance 
•hall be mailed, by certified mail with a return receipt reque1ted, to the owner 
of the land a• •hewn on the la•t equalized a11e1ament roll and to the la1t 
regi1tered and legal owner of record of each vehicle unle•• the vehicle i• in 
auch condition that identification number• are not available to determine 
owner1hip or the owner of the land ha1 denied the certifying individual entry to 
the land to obtain the vehicle identification number. (Ord. 7846 S 6, 1986). 

23.10.070 »eteraination of re1pon1il:>ilitr. The owner of the land on which 
the vehicle i• located may appear in peraon at the hearing or pre1ent a written 
1tatement in time for conaidaration at the hearing and may deny re1ponaibility 
for the preaence of the vehicle on the land 1tatin9 the reaaon for •uch denial. 
If it i• determined by the hearing officer that the vehicle wa• placed on the 
land without conaent of the land owner and that the land owner ha1 not 
aubsequently acquieaced in it• pre1ence, then coat• of admini•tration or removal 
of the vehicle ahall not be a11ea1ed aqain1t the property upon which the vehicle 
i• located nor ctherwi•• be collected from the land owner. Nothing in thi• 
chapter •hall relieve th• property owner frcm any civil penalti•• which may 
accrue from any zoning code violation related to the improper placement, parking, 
or •torage of vehicle• or part• thereof. (Ord. 7846 S 7, 1986). 
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JUNK MOTOR VEHICLES 23.10.oao - 23.1 0•110 

23.10.oao Hearing. In addition to determination of responsibility as 
provided in Section 23.10.010, the hearing officer shall receive and examine 
evidence on issue of whether a public nuisance as defined in this chapter 
exists. The decision of hearing examiner shall be final. Any futher approval 
shall be a prescribed in K.c.c. 20.24.240 B· (Ord. 7846 § a, 1986). 

23.l0.090 Abatement and removal. After notice ·has been given that the 
county intends to dispose of the vehicle or vehicles or part(s) thereof, and 
after a hearing has been held if requested consistent with this chapter and 
with K.c.c. 20.24, the vehicle(s) or part(s) thereof shall be removed a~ the 
direction of a law enforcement officer or zoning code enforcement officer. 
The vehicle(s) or part(s) thereof shall be disposed at a licensed vehicle 
wrecker, hulk hauler or scrap processor with notice given to the Washington 
State Patrol and to the department of licensing that the vehicle has been 
wrecked. (Ord. 7846 § 9, 1986). 

23.lO.lOO Costs of removal and disposal. A. The costs of removal and 
disposal shall be assessed against the last registered owner if the identity 
of the owner can be determined unless the owner in the transfer of ownership 
complied with RCW 46.12.101, or against the owner of the property on which the. 
vehicle is stored subject to Section 23.10.010, or both. If both the owner of 
the vehicle and the property owner are assessed the costs of removal, then 
liability for the costs shall be their joint and separate obligation. 

B. The costs of administration and of removal and disposal of the vehicle 
may be recovered pursuant to K.c.c. Chapter 23.20. (Ord. 7846 § 10, 1986). 

23 .10.110 :Rules and procedures. The manager of the building and land 
development division may adopt such rules as may be necessary to effectively 
implement and administer this chapter, consistent with K.c.c. 2.99. (Ord. 
7846 § 11, 1986). 
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NOTICES AND ORDERS OF THE OIRECTOR 

sections a 
23.12.010 
23.12.020 
23.12.030 
23.12.040 
23.12.050 
23.12.060 
23.12.070 
23.12.080 

Chapter 23.12 
lfO'l'ICES A.HD ORDERS OP TD J>IllEC'l'Oll 

Initiation. 
Issuance - COntenta. 
I••uance - Supplemental. 
Service. 
Administrative conference. 
Appeali. 
Final order - Oeaignated. 
Final order - Enforcement. 

23.12.010 - 23.12.020 

23.12.010 Initiation. A. Whenever a director ha• rea•on to believe that 
a use or condition exist• . in violation of any land u•• or public health 
ordinance, - or rule• and regulation8 adopted thereunder, ' he •hall initiate 
enforcement action under Section• 23.08.080 or 23.08.060,'and/or, at hi• option, 
he ahall commence an administrative notice and order proceeding under thia 
chapter to cauae the asaeaament of a civil penalty purauant to Section·23.0S.090, 
abatement pursuant to Section 23.08.050, or auspenaion and revocation of any 
permit• issued purauant to Chapter 23.16. 

B. Pending commencement and completion of the notice and order procedure 
provided for in thi• chapter, a director may cauae a atop work order to be posted 
on the aubject property or aerved on per.eon-a engaged in any work or activity in 
violation of a land use or public health ordinance. The effect of auch a atop 
work order ahall be to require the immediate .cessation of auch work or activity 
until authorized by a director to proceed; provided, however, in the case of a 
violation of the aensitive area code aa defined in ~.c.c. Chapter 21.54, a atop 
work .order shall require that all activity on the development propoaal aite ceaae 
until authorized by a director to proceed. 

c. Upon iaauance of any notice of order, the director may file a copy of 
the aame with the office of records and elections. Following aatiafactory 
resolution of the notice and order, the director ahall file a notice of 
aatiafaction with the office of records and elections. (Ord. 9614 S 119, 1990: 
Ord. 2909 S 201, 1976). 

23 .12 .020 Iaauance - content•. A. Whenever a director ha• reason to 
believe that violation of a land uae or public health ordinance or any rulea and 
regulation• adopted thereunder will be moat promptly and equitably terminated by 
an admini•trativa notice and order proceeding, he ahall i••ue a written notice 
and order directed either to the owner or operator of the aource of the 
violation, the per•on in poueuion of the property where the violation 
originate•, or the peraon otherwi•• cauaing or r••ponaible for the violation. 
Such notice and order may be i••ued by any director alone or, where violations 
of more than one county ordinance, rule or regulation •xiat, in conjunction with 
a notice and order iaaued by another director. 

. '. 
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23.12.020 - ~3.12.0SO E.NFORCEMENT 

B. Th• notice and order •hall contains 
1. The •treat addreaa, when available, and a legal deacription of real 

property and/or de•cription of per•onal property •ufficient for identification 
cf where th• violation occurred or i• located1 

2. A •tatement that a director ha• found the per•on to be in violation 
cf a land u•e or public health ordinance with a brief and conci•• de•cription of 
th• condition• found to be in violation1 

3. A •tatement cf the corrective ac~ion required to be taken. If a 
director ha• determined that corrective wc:>rk i• required, th• order •hall require 
that all required permit• b• ••cured and the work phydcally commence within •uch 
time and be completed within •uch time aa a director determine• i• reaaonabl• 
under the circwn•tanc••1 

4. A •tatement •pecifying the amount cf any civil penalty a11ea1ed on 
account cf th• violation and, if applicable, th• condition• en which a•••••ment 
of •uch civil penalty i• contin9ent1 

5. Statement• advi1in9 thats 
a. ~f any required wc:>rk i• not ccmnenced or completed within the time 

•pecified, a director will proceed to abate th• violation and caule th• wc:>rk to 
be done and charge the co1t1 thereof a1 a lien again•t the property and a1 a 
joint and •eparate plr•on~l obligation of any per1on in violation, and 

b. If any a1•e••ed civil penalty i• not paid, a director will charge 
the amount of the penalty a• a lien againat the property and a1 a joint and 
separate per•onal obligation of any peraon in violation1 

6. A •tatement advi•ing that the order •hall become final, unlea1, no 
later than ten day• after the notice and order are ••rved, any per1on aggrieved 
by the order requeat1 in writing an appeal before th• hearing examiner. (Ord. 
2909 s 202, 1976). 

23 .12 .030 I•suazice - luppleaental. A director may at any time add to, 
re1cind in part, or otherwiae modify a notice and order by iasuing a aupplemantal 
notice and order. The aupplemental notice and order •hall be governed by the 
aame procedure• applicable to all notices and order• contained in thia title. 
(Ord. 2909 S 207, 1976). 

23.12.040 S.rTica. Service of the notice and order •hall be made upon all 
peraon• identified in the notice and order either peraonally or by mailing a copy 
of •uch notice and order by certified mail, po1tage prepaid, return receipt 
r•qu••t•d. If the addr••• cf any •uch peraon cannot reaaonably be aacertained, 
a copy of the notice and order •hall be mailed to •uch peraon at the addrea1 of 
the location of··the violation. Th• failure of any •uch per•on to receive auch 
notice •hall not· affect the validity cf any proceeding• taken under thh chapter. 
Service by certified mail in th• manner provided in thi• •action •hall be 
effective on the date of po•tmark. Th• notice and order may be, but i• not 
required to be poated on the aubject property. (Ord. 2909 S 203, 1970). 

23.12.050 An informal admini•trative 

(Xing COunty 9-90) 994 

) 



.·-

NOTICES, ORDERS OF THE DIRECTOR 23.12.050 - 23.12.070 

conference may be conducted at any time by a director for the purposes of 
'· bringing communications between concerned parties, and providing a forum for 

efficient resolution of any violation. A director may call a conference in 
response to a request from any person aggrieved by the director's order, or 
the director may call a conference on his own motion. Attendance at the 
hearing shall be determined by the director and need not be limited to those 
named in a notice and order. The director may, but is not required, to 
involve the enforcement technical review committee. As a result of 
information developed at the conference, the director may affirm, modify or 
revoke his order. The administrative conference is optional with a director 
and is not a prerequisite to utilization of any of the enforcement provisions 
described in this title. (Ord. 2909 S 204, 1976). 

23.12.060 Appeals. A. Any person aggrieved by the order of a director 
may request in writing within ten days of the service of the notice and order 
an appeal hearing before the King coiln'ty hear i~iner ~ The request shall 
cite the notice and .order appealed from and contain a brief statement of the 
reasons for seeking the appeal hearing. 

B. The appeal hearing shall be conducted on the record and the hearing 
examiner shall have such rule-making and other powers necessary for conduct of 
the hearing as are specified by Section 20.24.150. Such appeal hearing shall 
be conducted within a reasonable time after receipt of the request for 
appeal. Written notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given at 
least ten days prior to the date of the hearing to each appealing party, to 
the director whose order is being appealed, and to other interested persons 
who have requested in writing that they be so notified. The director whose 
order is being appealed may submit a report and other evidence indicating the 
basis for the enforcement order. 

c. Each party shall have the following rights, among others: 
l. To call and examine witnesses on any matter relevant to the issues 

of the hearing; 
2. To introduce documentary and physical evidence; 
3. To cross-examine opposing witnesses on any matter relevant to the 

issues of the hearing; 
4. To impeach any witness regardless of which party first called him to 

testify: 
5. To rebut evidence against him; 
6. To represent himself or to be represented by anyone of his choice 

who is lawfully permitted to do so. 
D. Following review of the evidence submitted, the hearing examiner shall 

make written findings and conclusions, and shall affirm or modify the order 
previously issued if he finds that a violation has occurred. Be shall reverse 
the order if he finds that no violation occurred. The written· decision of the 
hearing examiner shall be mailed by certified mail, postage prepaid, return 
receipt requested to all the parties. 

E. Whenever possible, the appeal from a director's order shall be 
combined with any other appeal from county enforcement actions relating to the 
same subject matter and falling within the jurisdiction of the hearing 
examiner. (Ord. 2909 S 205, 1976). 

23.12.070 Designated. A. Any order duly issued by a director pursuant to 
the procedures contained in this title shall become final ten days after 
service of the notice and order unless a written request for hearing is 
received by the hearing examiner within the ten-day period. 
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23.12.070 - 23.16.0lO ENPORCEMENT 

B. An order which ia subjected to the appeal procedure shall become final 
twenty days after mailing of the hearing examiner'• decision unless within 
that time period an aggrieved peraon initiates review by writ of certiorari in 
~ing County Superior Court. (Ord. 2909 S 206, 1976). 

23.12.080 Pinal order - Snforc.-ent. A. If, after any order duly issued 
by a director has become final, the person to vhom auch order is directed 
fails, neglects, or refuaea to obey .such order, ·including refusal to pay a 
civil penalty assessed under such order, a director says 

1. •cause such person to be prosecuted under t.he provisions of this 
title1 and/or 

2. Institute any appropriate action to collect a civil penalty assessed 
under thia titlei and/or 

3. Abate the land uae or health violation using the procedures of this 
titlei and/or 

4. File in the office of the ~cords and Elections Division a 
.. certificate describing the property and the violation and stating that the 

o..-ner has been so notif ied1 and/or 
5. Pursue any other appropriate remedy at law or equity under this 

title. 
B. ,Enforcement of any notice and order of a director issued pursuant to 

this title sha l be sta e du itle 
except when a direc or determines that the violation will cause immediate and 
irreparable harm and so states in the notice and order iaaued. (Ord. 2909 S 
208, 1976). 

Sections: 
23.16.010 
23.16.020 

Chapter 23.16 
SOSPBNSIOH AND An10CA'I'ION OR PDMI'l'S 

Suspension - Cause. 
Revocation - Cause. 

23.16 .010 Suspension - cause. A. A director may temporarily suspend any 
permit issued under a land use or health ordinance for: 

l. Failure of the holder to comply with the requirements of any land 
use or public health ordinance or rules or regulations promulgated thereunder1 
or 

2. Pailure ·to comply vi th any notice and order issued pursuant to this 
title. 

B. Such permit auspension ahall be carried out through 
order provisions of this title, and the suspension ahall be 
service of the notice and order upon the holder or operator. 
operator aay appeal auch auspension as provided by this title. 

the notice and 
effective upon 

'l'he holder or 

c. Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, whenever a director 
finds that a violation of any land use or public health ordinance or rules and 
regulations has created or is creating a!'l unsanitary, dangerous or other 
condition which, in his judgment, constitutes an immediate and irreparable 
hazard, be may, vi thout aervice of a vr i tten notice and order, suspend and 
terminate operations under the permit i111111ediately. '(Ord. 2909 S 301, 1976). 
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SUSPENSION, REVOCATION OP PERMITS 23.16.020 - 23.20.040 

23.16 .020 Revocation - Cause. A. A director may permanently revoke any 
permit issued by such director for: 

l. Failure of the holder to comply with the requirements of any land 
use or public health ordinance or rules or regulations promulgated thereunder 1 
or 

2. Failure of the holder to comply with any notice and order issued 
pursuant to this title1 or 

3. Interference with a director in the performance of his duties1 or 
4. Discovery by a director that a permit.was issued in error or on the 

basis of incorrect information supplied to the county. 
B. Such permit revocation shall be carried out through the notice and 

order provisions of this title and the revocation shall be effective upon 
service of the notice and order upon the holder or operator. The holder or 
operator may appeal such revocation, as provided by this title. 

c. A permit may be suspended pending its revocation or a hearing relative 
thereto. (Ord. 2909 S 302, 1976). 

Sections: 
23.20.010 
23.20.020 
23.20.030 
23.20.040 
23.20.050 
23.20.060 
23.20.070 
23.20.080 

Chapter 23.20 
RECOVERY OP CIVIL PENALTY AND 

COST OF ABATEMENT 

Lien - Authorized. 
Personal obligation - Authorized. 
Lien - Notice. 
Lien - Priority. 
Lien - Claims - Generally. 
Lien - Claims - Recording. 
Lien - Duration - Limitation of action. 
Lien - Foreclosure. 

23.20.010 Lien - Authorized. ling County shall have a lien for any civil 
penalty imposed or for the cost of any work of abatement done pursuant to this 
title, or both, against the real property on which the civil penalty was 
imposed or any of the work of abatement was performed. (Ord. 2909 S 401,. 
1976). 

23.20.020 Peraonal obligation - Authorized. The civil penalty and the 
cost of abatement are also joint and separate personal obligations of any 
person in violation. The prosecuting attorney on behalf of King County may 
collect the civil penalty and the abatement work costs by use of all 
appropriate legal remedies. (Ord. 2909 S 402, 1976). 

23.20.030 Lien - llOtice. The notice and order of a director pursuant to 
this title shall give notice to the ovner that a lien for the civil penalty or 
the cost of abatement, or both, may be claimed by King County. (Ord. 2909 S 
403, 1976). 

23.20.040 Lien - Priority. The lien shall be subordinate to all existing 
special assessment liens previously imposed upon the same property and shall 
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23.20.040 - 23.20.080 ENFORCEMENT 

be paramount to all other liens, except for state and county taxes, with which 
it shall be· on a parity. (Ord. 2909 S 404, 1976). 

23.20.050 Lien - Claw - Generally. A. Piling. A director shall cause 
a claim for lien to be filed for record in the office of the Records and 
Elections Division within ninety days from the date the civil penalty is due 
or within ninety day• from the date of completion of the work or abatement 
performed pursuant to thi• title. 

B. Contents. 'l'he claim of lien •hall conta'in the following: 
l. The authority for imposing a civil penalty or proceeding to abate 

the violation, or both1 
2. A brief description of the civil penalty iaposed or the abatement 

vork done, or both, including the violations charged and the duration thereof, 
including the time the work is commenced and completed and the name of the 
persons or organizations performing the work1 

3. A description of the property to be charged vith the lien1 
4. The name of the known or reputed owner, and if not known, the fact 

shall be alleged; and 
5. The amount, including lawful and reasonable costs, for which the lien 

is claimed. 
c. Verification. A director or his authorized representative shall sign 

and verify the claim by oath to the effect that the affiant believes the claim 
is just. 

D. Amendment. The claim of lien may be amended in case of action brought 
to foreclose same, by order of the court, insofar as the interests of third 
parties shall not be detrimentally affected by amendment. (Ord. 2909 S 405, 
1976). 

23.20.060 Lien - Claias - aeoording. The director of the Records and 
Elections Division shall record and index the claims and notices described in 
this chapter. (Ord. 2909 S 406, 1976). 

23.20.070 Lien - Duration - Liaitation of action~ No lien created by 
this title binds the property subject to the lien for a period longer than 
three years after the claim has been filed unless an action ia commenced in 
the proper court within that time to enforce the lien. (Ord. 2909 S 407, 
1976). 

23.20.080 Lien - l'Oreclosure. A. Foreclosure. The lien provided by 
this title may be foreclosed and enforced by a civil action in a court having 
jurisdiction. 

B. Joinder. All per•ons who bave legally filed claims of liens against 
the same proP.rty prior to commencement of the action shall be joined as 
parties, either plaintiff or defendant. 

c. Actions Saved. Dismissal of an action to foreclose a lien at the 
instance of a plaintiff shall not prejudice another party to the suit who 
claims a lien. (Ord. 2909 S 408, 1976). 

Sections: 

Chapter 23.24 
SBV'El\ABILI'.l'Y 
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SEVER.ABILITY 23.16.010 - 23.16.020 

23.24.010 Declared. 

23.24.010 Declared. Should any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence 
clause or phrase of this title be declared unconstitutional or invalid for any 
reason, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
of this title. (Ord. 2909 S 501, 1976). 
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