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To: Keith Scully; Betsy Robertson; Doris McConnell; Laura Mork; Eben Pobee; John Ramsdell
Cc: Debbie Tarry; Margaret King
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Shoreline. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Councilmembers,

Over the past year there have been two predominate references to Shoreline City plans
that have brought Ordinance 967 (Condemnation of Parcel 727810-0905) to the Council
agenda this evening.  

The first reference is to the Parks Recreation and Open Space (PROS) plan for
“Acquiring Shoreline and beach access.”  The second referenced is a Natural
Environmental Policy in the City’s Comprehensive Plan, “additional public access to
Shorelines natural features, including the Puget Sound shoreline.”

One document that has not been referenced is the Shoreline Master Program or the SMP
– which governs development within 200ft of the Ordinary High Water Mark as dictated
by the State’s Shoreline Management Act.  The SMP regulates a wide variety of
development 200ft SMP zone.  

One prominent element in the SMP is the Public Access element whose goal and
objective are as follows:

PUBLIC ACCESS ELEMENT
Goal   Increase public access to publicly-owned areas of the shoreline. 

Objective   Provide for public access to publicly owned shoreline areas, except
where deemed inappropriate due to safety hazards, inherent security problems,
environmental impacts, or conflicts with adjacent uses.

The Public Access Element also has ten Policies and eleven Regulations that are
imposed in addition to city wide regulations.   As for SMP Public Access regulations, they
do not differentiate between public or private development.  I have attached pages 51-53
of the City’s SMP the Policies and Regulations to this email.  

The Policy and Regulations associated with Ordinance 967 are as follow.

Item 7 of the Public Access policies is:
Public access should be designed to provide for public safety and to minimize
potential
impacts to private property and individual privacy. This may include providing a
physical separation to reinforce the distinction between public and private space,
providing adequate space, through screening with landscape planting or fences, or
other
means.
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Of the ten Regulations, several that speak to the matters related to Parcel 0905 are the
following:

2. Requirement of public access to shorelines does not confer the right to enter
upon or
cross private property, except for dedicated and marked public easements.
 
5. Public access sites shall be made barrier free for people with disabilities.

6. Public access sites shall be connected directly to the nearest public street.

Currently, the nearest public street to parcel 0905 is Richmond Beach Drive & NW 195th

Street.  Any ADA compliant direct access to Parcel 0905 would be extremely expensive.  
Conversely, extending the public road west of the BNSF right of way would require a
BNSF lease as well as acquiring additional parcels of private property to convert to a
public street.

Has City staff discussed with the Council the approximate costs and expenditures to
comply with the SMP Public Access regulations?

The costs associated with meeting the regulations of the SMP need to be accounted in
calculating the true cost of proceeding with Ordinance 967.

Therefore, I request the council postpone any action on Ordinance 967 until these costs
can be properly estimated and budgeted.

For reference, here is the link to the City of Shoreline’s Shoreline Master Program:
https://www.shorelinewa.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/18579/635496587381230000

Thank you for your thoughtful deliberation.
Richard Kink
Shoreline WA
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