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New Statewide Plastic 
Bag Ban
• Chapter 70A.530 RCW applies to:

o All retail, grocery, and convenience stores
o Any restaurant or establishment offering take-

out or delivery food or goods
o Temporary stores or vendors
o Any event where food or goods are sold or 

distributed



Plastic Bag Ban Details



What’s Not Included

Single-use plastic bags used 
inside stores for: 

• Packaging bulk items
• Containing items to address 

dampness/sanitation
• Containing unwrapped 

prepared food or bakery 
goods

• Containing prescription 
drugs

Also Exempt:

• Newspaper bags
• Mailing pouches
• Sealed envelopes
• Door hanger bags
• Dry cleaning bags
• Bags sold in packages 

with multiple bags





Key Changes for Local Retailers

• Pass through fee 
increases from $0.05 to 
$0.08, for both paper 
and plastic bags

• 20% PCR content 
required for thick 
reusable plastic bags

• Single-use plastic 
bags not allowed for 
take-out foods and 
liquids

• New reporting 
platform for non-
compliance: 
Ecology.wa.gov/Bag-Ban

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Plastic-bag-ban


Notification to Retailers

• Ecology has primary obligation: 
– Website : Ecology.wa.gov/Bag-Ban

– Working with retail establishments, associations, 
unions, etc. 

• Department of Revenue special notice

• City notices via mail and online channels

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-recycling-waste/Plastic-bag-ban


SMC Chapter 9.25

• RCW 70A.530 preempts SMC Chapter 
9.25 Retail Carryout Bag Regulations that 
were originally enacted in April 2013.

• Ordinance No. 941 repeals Chapter 9.25 
in its entirety. 



Questions?
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