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fice/2004/12/omml" xmIns=3D"http://www.w3.0rg/TR/REC-html40"><head><meta ht=
tp-equiv=3DContent-Type content=3D"text/html; charset=3Dutf-8"><meta name=
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--></style></head><body lang=3DEN-US link=3Dblue vlink=3D"#954F72"><div cla=
ss=3DWordSection1><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt'>Hel=
lo,<0:p></0:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0=
pt'><0:p>&nbsp;</o:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-si=
ze:14.0pt">1 am a retired social worker who worked for 40 years with homele=
ss, chronically mental ill, refugees and persons with many life challenges.=

Placing a shelter in Shoreline will be a first step to helping some of the=
most vulnerable. | am not afraid of these people, and unlike many in Shore=

line who seem to have quickly jumped to the conclusion that this will be th=
e end of Shoreline, | believe it=E2=80=99s a great first step.<o:p></0:p></=
span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt'><0:p>&nbsp;<=
lo:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt'>What =
| have noticed is that people make up their minds very quickly on topics li=
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ke this. Usually with little to no actual factual information. One person s=
tarts talking, and sharing miss information and fear and then people jump o=
n that bandwagon. Its then hard to get the real information out there, as t=
heir minds have already closed.<o:p></0:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><=
span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt'><0:p>&nbsp;</o:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoN=
ormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt'>What the chronically or newly mental=

ill need is shelter and support, as do those with substance use addictions=
. It takes time to create change, and it can and does happen. We have allow=
ed =C2=A0the problem become so much worse by doing nothing. Its very easy t=
0 say that =E2=80=9Cthese people need to be locked up=E2=80=9D, which chang=
es nothing and is also a very expensive approach, but it seems to be what s=
ome favor. Thank you for standing up and saying, we are going to do somethi=
ng, and that we see the homeless and want them to have services.<o:p></0:p>=
</span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt'><o0:p>&nbsp=
;<lo:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt"> If=

| can help with this effort in any way | am very happy to do so. <o:p></0:=
p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt'><0:p>&nb=
sp;</o:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-size:14.0pt">S=
incerely,<o:p></0:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'font-siz=
e:14.0pt'’><0:p>&nbsp;</0:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span style=3D'f=
ont-size:14.0pt'>Sammie Fick<o:p></0:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><o:p=
>&nbsp;</o0:p></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></p><p class=3DMsoNo=
rmal><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></p></div></body></htmI>=



