
  

 

 

 

Today’s 

roundabout 

differs from 

yesterday’s 

traffic circle 

Modern urban roundabouts are significantly safer and offer a higher 
level of mobility than the previously used rotary traffic circles. 

Earlier rotary traffic circles were generally 
designed for higher speeds, encompassed a much 
larger footprint and might include stop signs or 
traffic signals for various through movements. 

Some had multiple lanes entering and exiting with no 
clear lanes identified within the circle creating 
somewhat of a “free for all” movement. 
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