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Memorandum 

 

DATE: November 7, 2019 

 

TO: City of Shoreline Planning Commission 

      

FROM: Nora Gierloff, Planning Manager, AICP 

 Steven Szafran, Senior Planner, AICP 

   

RE: Puget Sound Regional Council VISION 2050 

 
 

 

Regional Planning Framework 

Staff from the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) will make a presentation to the Planning 

Commission about the VISION 2050 Regional Growth Strategy at the November 7th meeting. 

This is the Puget Sound region’s long-range plan drafted by PSRC. Vision 2050 provides a guide 

for sustaining a healthy environment, thriving communities, and a strong economy. It includes a  

strategy for how and where the central Puget Sound region can grow to a forecast of 5.8 million 

people and 3.4 million jobs by the year 2050. Over the next 30 years, the region is forecasted to 

grow by 1.8 million additional people and 1.2 million new jobs. The City has participated in the 

regional effort to develop this strategy and has submitted Shoreline specific comments, see 

Attachment A.  

  

The City has also begun updating our 2012 Comprehensive Plan by reviewing and participating 

in the completion of the following projects: 

 

Urban Growth Capacity Study – This is the new name for the report formerly known as 

Buildable Lands. The UGCS is underway and will wrap-up mid-2020. The UGCS provides cities 

and county feedback on accommodating targeted growth in our planned land use patterns. The 

UGCS answers several questions including: 

 

1. Is development occuring at planned urban densities? 

2. How is growth tracking to adopted targets and land use assumptions? 

3. Is there adequate land capacity available for anticipated growth in jurisdictions and the 

UGA?   

   

The UGCS will require staff to evaluate if growth targets are being met, if densities are being 

achieved, and whether there is enough capacity for the jobs and housing targets. This requires 

staff to compile data from issued single-family, multifamily, mixed-use, and commercial 
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permits. Also, staff will evaluate available land for growth to accommodate revised growth 

targets from King County. 

 

Growth Targets – Through the update of the King County Countywide Planning Policies, the 

County will be allocating growth targets between the 39 cities in King County. The targets 

originate from PSRC in Vision 2050 and it is King County’s responsibility to distribute those 

numbers of jobs and housing among the jurisdictions. The City will be responsible for 

identifying areas with the capacity to accommodate that growth.  

 

King County Countywide Planning Policies – The CPPs are currently being revised and will 

be adopted by 2021. The update of the CPPs will include three new initiatives; the 4:1 program 

(20% of an owner’s land into the UGA and 80% protected as open space), Urban Growth 

Capacity Study, and regional affordable housing. It will be staff’s responsibility to review and 

comment on King County’s proposed CPPs and review the City’s Comprehensive Plan to ensure 

compliance with the updated CPPs. 

 

Office of Financial Management Forecasts – OFM will be updating population forecasts 

starting in the end of 2021 to mid-2022. Staff will review the forecasts and comment 

appropriately. 

 

2023 Comprehensive Plan Update – The City is required to update the Comprehensive Plan by 

June 2023. The updated Plan must incorporate the vision and policies of the beforementioned 

plans of the PSRC, OFM, and King County. The update is scheduled to begin in 2021 with 

scoping and public participation. Staff will be responsible for review of Vision 2050, Urban 

Growth Capacity Study, OFM Forecasts, Growth Targets, and King County’s CPPs to ensure the 

City’s Plan is following the goals and policies of those regional plans. 

 

Attachment A: September 3, 2019 Comment Letter to PSRC 
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