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I-001-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA

impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below

this criteria.  Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe

impacts according to FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for

noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

For construction, the local construction noise ordinance would be

applicable, and Sound Transit is committed to maintaining construction

noise levels within the criteria.  Further, construction noise for this project

is similar to construction noise for a paving project, building construction

or any other construction project and Sound Transit works with local

residences and business to minimize construction impacts.

 

I-001-002

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the

parking for the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Since the

publication of the Draft EIS in July 2013, additional engineering was

undertaken to reduce adverse effects on the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church property and facilities.  As a result, access to the

property has been maintained, and the church parking lot would be

modified, but parking supply maintained; see Section 3.2.7 in the Final

EIS. 

 

I-001-003

Sound Transit will work with local jurisdictions to ensure that emergency

services access is maintained to all occupied buildings, both during

construction and after light rail begins operation.

 

I-001-004

Vibration from trains running will not contribute to the piano going out of

tune.  The vibration from moving trains will be much less than the
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vibration generated within the instrument as it is being played.

 Construction vibration mitigation described in the Final EIS will be

implemented during work at the property to minimize the risk of adverse

effects at the church property.

 

I-001-005

It is correct that elevated trains may have views for passengers into

adjacent properties, although noise walls, vegetation, and the speed of

the trains would make views of individual properties less distinct and

fleeting. At-grade trains would be at similar heights to I-5 traffic including

buses.
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I-002-001

Thank you for your comment. 
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I-003-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C3 over

the other two alternatives and for stating a preference for the Option 2

station alternative for an elevated station relocated east of 46th Avenue

W.  Following the publication of the Draft EIS, Sound Transit continued

to work with the City of Lynnwood and others to define a modification to

Alternative C3, which is evaluated in the Final EIS as the Preferred

Alternative.     
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I-004-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-005-001

Thank you for your comment. Table 4.1-1 is a summary of the number of

parcels that could potentially be affected by each alternative. Figures I-

4.1-1 through I-4.1-4 identify these parcel locations, and Tables I-4.1-1

through I-4.1-3 identify parcel addresses. Streets that would require

modification by the Preferred Alternative are identified in the Final EIS.

 

I-005-002

Permits are required for any Sound Transit Lynnwood Link Extension

construction that falls under City of Shoreline jurisdiction, and

infrastructure replaced due to such construction will be built to existing

codes.

 

I-005-003

The noise analysis for the project uses the FTA impact criteria and

Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

 Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts

according to FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are

described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade

or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail noise impacts.  In

addition, where existing WSDOT noise walls are removed and replaced

as part of the project, they will meet the requirements of, and be

approved by, WSDOT and FHWA. 

Your suggestion for a lid is noted, but sound walls are planned at this

location. 
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I-005-004

Please see response to comment I-005-003 regarding noise. For

vibration, mitigation measures include track isolation systems, which are

effective and typically reduce vibration to below the FTA criteria.

 

I-005-005

Existing vegetation is not a notable source of mitigation for noise. Noise

impacts are calculated based on existing noise levels plus light rail noise,

as described in Section 4.7. Removal of vegetation from NE 155th Street

to Ridgecrest Park is addressed in the Draft EIS on page 4-77 and in the

high visual impact ratings for all alternatives on pages 4-84 and 4-85.

Habitat loss is addressed on page 4-136 of the Draft EIS. The Final EIS

has additional detail on mitigation proposed for the Preferred Alternative.

 

I-005-006

The EIS includes a summary of the existing groundwater conditions

based on available information.  Project-specific geotechnical borings,

including monitoring wells, will be installed to further evaluate

groundwater conditions along the project alignment.  Subsurface

drainage will be provided where required to intercept and control

groundwater seepage.  Collected groundwater seepage and surface

water will be infiltrated where possible to provide recharge to the regional

groundwater system.

 

I-005-007

The Draft EIS describes the partial replacement of the berm and row of

cottonwoods in section 4.17.2, page 4-216.  Section 4.17 of the Draft EIS

describes potential mitigation measures for Ridgecrest Park to

include replacement landscaping and other improvements to restore the

park to the same or better condition, and to construct a barrier between

the light rail facility and the park that replaces noise reduction and visual
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screening functions of the affected berm. The Final EIS has additional

details.

 

I-005-008

The analysis in Table 4.5.1 includes more items directed at residential

and other non-highway visual impacts than I-5 related impacts. The EIS

addresses impacts on I-5 because of specific policies of state and

federal agencies regarding highway appearance and specific state

guidelines for roadside character.  The extent to which vegetation

removal, relocation of noise walls, and the elevated alternatives affect

the visual integrity, unity and presence of encroaching elements is

addressed throughout Section 4.5.  The potential property value impacts

of visual quality impacts are not addressed in this section.  Section 4.3.4

addresses potential negative property value impacts of noise, light,

shadow, views, access and parking.

 

I-005-009

Potential mitigation measures for visual quality impacts on Draft EIS

pages 4-91 through 4-93 indicate general mitigation concepts and

approaches.  All of the potential mitigation measures identified have the

potential for application to the area from NE 152nd Street to NE 178th

Street as indicated in Table 4.5-2.  Details such as the size and height

will be developed during the final design phase of the project. As noted

on page 4-91, it is likely to take 15 to 20 years to screen parking garages

and noise walls and 30 to 50 years to replace the appearance of mature

evergreen trees, and this is identified as an unavoidable adverse effect

in the EIS.
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I-006-001

A Mountlake Terrace Transit Center Station with no proposed transit

station at 220th Street was considered in the Draft EIS for Alternative B2.

However, all the alternatives would offer a time savings over existing and

future transit service, and would be competitive with the automobile.
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I-007-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-008-001

Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit recognizes that the

relocation of a business or residence is an inconvenience and

hardship for those involved. Sound Transit policy provides for a fair and

equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its projects,

and this includes a commitment to provide replacement structures in a

manner consistent with state and federal law. This policy has been

successfully implemented on several of the Link lines already. Sound

Transit will help displaced parties to relocate in the same neighborhood

or area where feasible. Similarly, when businesses are impacted, Sound

Transit will conduct appraisals and work closely with business owners to

determine the replacement value of impacted properties and enterprises,

and to identify potential replacement properties.  Section 4.1.7 discusses

Sound Transit's acquisition and relocation policy.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 317

I-009-001

Thank you for your comments. Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and

C2 has been noted, including your concerns about impacts to

businesses and residences. Sound Transit recognizes that the relocation

of a business or residence is an inconvenience and hardship for those

involved. Sound Transit policy provides for a fair and equitable means of

addressing real property impacts across its projects. Please refer

to Section 4.1.7 for information on compensation and relocation

processes.
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I-010-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-011-001

Thank you for stating your preference for a station at NE 145th Street

over a station at NE 130th Street. 

Placing a station at NE 205th Street was considered during the initial

alternatives analysis and determined to not be a reasonable option; see

Section 2.6, which describes the alternative development process.
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I-012-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-013-001

Sound Transit recently performed a high-capacity transit corridor study

from Lynnwood to Everett to explore extending high-capacity transit

service to Everett. If you are interested in Sound Transit's future plans,

please visit the agency's website at: www.soundtransit.org.  

 

I-013-002

Thank you for your comment. It is not clear which open space options

the comment is referencing, but the EIS alignments were selected based

on available right-of-way, proximity to accessible stations, and

environmental factors.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 322

I-014-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region's Latvian

community, and the larger Baltic community. Following the publication of

the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to

develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.

The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall (also called the cultural center).  With the realigned street,

access to the property has been maintained. Sound Transit will mitigate

moderate and severe noise impacts, as identified using FTA criteria; see

Section 4.7, Noise and Vibration, of the EIS for the noise analysis.

Sound Transit does not expect damage to the buildings on the church

property as a result of this project.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 323

I-015-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-016-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-017-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-018-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-019-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-020-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-021-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-022-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-023-001

Comment acknowledged. Accommodation of bicycle travel to and

around the station areas, including bicycle parking, is a key

consideration for the project.  See Section 3.2.5 for information about the

project's nonmotorized facilities.
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I-024-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative B4 with

a 220th Street Station.  This option was considered during the initial

alternatives analysis and determined to not be a reasonable option. The

constraints of limited right-of-way in the median, the configuration of the

existing bridge and less convenient access were the primary reasons

this alternative was dropped during initial screening. 
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I-025-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall (also called the cultural center).  With the realigned street,

access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land

on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative

and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require

a portion of the church property.   
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I-026-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-027-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative B2A

due to job access and bus connections.

 

I-027-002

Your comment stating a preference for Alternative C3 alignment due to

reduced noise impacts to south Lynnwood neighborhoods is noted.

 

I-027-003

The Preferred Alternative analyzed in the Final EIS would include

approximately 530 new parking spaces at the Lynnwood Transit Center.

This net increase of parking spaces would help address the current

parking constraints at the transit center.
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I-028-001

Park-and-ride lots are being planned at the majority of stations, with the

exception of the NE 130th Street Station.  

 

I-028-002

Your preference for Alternative C3 due to fewer neighborhood and

business impacts is noted.
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I-029-001

Proposed traffic mitigation measures are identified in Section 3.6.4 of the

EIS.  Potential improvements at the NE 185th Street intersection are

outlined in Table 3-27.

Your preference for the NE 185th Street Station Option 1 is noted. 
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I-030-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-031-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-032-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for an at-grade profile

due to visual impact concerns.  

 

I-032-002

Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for a station at NE

155th Street over NE 145th Street and appreciates the summary of the

benefits you see with a station at NE 155th Street. 
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I-033-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-034-001

Thank you for stating support for alternatives that avoid impacting the

Edmonds School District property.  Based in part on comments from the

public, Sound Transit selected Alternative C3, similar to the City's

suggested concept, as part of the Preferred Alternative. The Final EIS

provides further detail on how Sound Transit worked with the City and

the School District during final design and in construction planning to

minimize impacts to the District's operations.
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I-035-001

Thank you for your comment noting your preference for alternatives that

are lower elevation.
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I-036-001

Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for a station at NE 130th

Street and NE 155th Street and appreciates your summary of benefits

related to siting stations at these locations.  All stations and alternative

alignments are grade separated from streets.

 

I-036-002

Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for Alternative B2A.  
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I-036-003

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C1,

because it best serves the neighborhood.

 

I-036-004

Thank you for the suggestion.  While the Preferred Alternative and other

alternatives remain at a conceptual level of design that does not detail all

potential access features, during final design Sound Transit will work

closely with the City and other stakeholders to develop the station's

access program. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 346

I-037-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-038-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1 due

to fewer environmental impacts to the Scriber Creek wetlands. 
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I-039-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-040-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-041-001

Thank you for your concerns about the impacts to Lynnwood

neighborhoods' character and cohesion from the several alternatives

under consideration in Segment C.  

 

I-041-002

Multiple connections to local and commuter bus routes will be available

at the Lynnwood Transit Center, providing service to nearby

destinations.  Current Sound Transit planning efforts are also

considering extending high-capacity transit north beyond the Lynnwood

Transit Center.

 

I-041-003

Your suggestion is noted, but the passenger information system for the

larger transit system is not the subject of this EIS. 
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I-042-001

Your preference for stations located as close to parking as possible is

noted.

 

I-042-002

The project schedule was provided in Figure S-9 in the Draft EIS

Summary chapter.  As depicted in Figure S-9, there are many steps that

go into a large public transportation project such as the Lynnwood Link

Extension.  Starting in 2010 and slated for completion in 2023,

the primary steps for the Lynnwood Link Extension includes

an alternatives analysis, development of the Draft EIS, development of

the Final EIS, design and permitting, and finally, construction.  All these

activities include public and agency coordination.   
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I-043-001

Thank you for your comment in favor of the NE 185th Street Station

location.
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I-044-001

Thank you for your comment. During final design, Sound Transit will

consider opportunities to protect and plant trees to the extent possible.

 Please refer to the visual and aesthetic resources and ecosystems

sections of the Final EIS for more details on specific mitigation

commitments, which includes meeting the replacement requirements of

WSDOT and local jurisdictions.
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I-045-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-046-001

Thank you.
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