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I-084-001

Thank you for your comment.
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I-085-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-086-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-087-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-088-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-089-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for the NE 185th

Street Station, Option 1, included in Alternative A1.
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I-090-001

Thank you for your comment concerning changes in traffic in the future. 

Analysis of 2020 traffic volumes is not presented in the EIS, however,

projected traffic volumes for 2035 with and without the proposed

Lynnwood Link Extension project are discussed.  See Table 3-7,

Screenline Volumes and Volume-to-Capacity Ratios.  Comparison of

these traffic volumes in this table show a consistent reduction in traffic

volumes with the Light Rail Alternative.

Section 2.5.4 Light Rail Operations discusses the planned operation of

the light rail service with four-car trains.  Train frequency could increase

as demand increases.  

High-speed technology could not be implemented without complete

reconstruction of the rail tracks, station platforms, operating system, as

well as the purchase of all new trains.  Moreover, operation of a high-

speed train system would not be appropriate considering the relatively

short distances between the transit stations.

 

I-090-002

Sound Transit will be meeting the tree replacement requirements of the

corridor cities as well as WSDOT. 
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I-091-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C3, due

to reduced impacts on Scriber Creek and wetlands, Scriber Creek Park,

and residences.  The Sound Transit Board identified a modified C3 as

the Preferred Alternative.
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I-092-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA

impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below

this criteria.  Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe

impacts. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section

4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

 

I-092-002

The local jurisdictions control zoning and development regulations and

policies.  Most of the areas along the alignment have relatively limited

transit oriented development potential due to the residential character of

the neighborhoods surrounding the identified transit stations.  The

exception would be the area around the Lynnwood Transit Center and

the Mountlake Terrace station area both of which would have moderate

to strong TOD potential.  Sections 4.2.4 and 4.3.4  describe the indirect

and secondary impacts for land use and economics,

respectively.  Section 5.3.1 of the Draft EIS presents the operation and

maintenance costs for the Lynnwood Link Extension, which is about $16

million per year.
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I-093-001

Thank you for stating your preference for Option 1 of the NE 185th Street

Station.  

 

I-093-002

The option to introduce neighborhood parking permits to manage the

spillover parking is included in mitigation. It would be up to the City of

Shoreline to implement a neighborhood parking permit program.  

 

I-093-003

Thank you for your interest in Lynnwood Link Extension and your

comment regarding possible commercial development near the 185th

Street Station. Commercial uses require allowable zoning and must meet

development requirements. The City has developed a subarea plan near

the proposed 185th Street Station that may permit some commercial

development near the station. 
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I-094-001

The park-and-ride lots have generally been sized to accommodate a

balance between forecasted parking demand and minimizing potential

impacts created by the facility.  

 

I-094-002

Thank you for your suggestion.  The public meetings that were held

during public comment period for the Draft EIS were held from

5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and were well attended.  In addition to the public

open house/public hearing, there were other opportunities to comment

including sending written comments and emails directly to Sound Transit.
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I-095-001

Thank you for your comment stating your concerns for adverse

residential, wildlife habitat, and neighborhood impacts of the Segment C

alternatives and your preference for Alternative C3.  A modified version

of Alternative C3 was identified as the Preferred Alternative.
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I-096-001

The park-and-ride lots have generally been sized to accommodate a

balance between forecasted parking demand and minimizing potential

impacts created by the facility. Station access designs are considering

safe and effective access by all modes, and are being coordinated with

local jurisdictions. 

 

I-096-002

Thank you for your comment.  Sound Transit has a fare enforcement

system that includes on-board patrols and penalties for non-payment of

fares.  Stations will have ticket vending machines as well as card

readers.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 429

I-097-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Option 2 of

Alternative C1.  Please see Chapter 2, Section 2.6.2 for a discussion of

why west side alignments are not proposed south of Mountlake Terrace.

 

I-097-002

Thank you for your input.  One of the benefits of the project would be to

reduce the need for transfers and to reduce waiting times.  Sound

Transit will work further with local transit agencies to coordinate transit

services to stations as the project approaches operation.  However, new

routes and services are the jurisdiction of local transit agencies.  Each of

the stations include pedestrian and bicycle improvements. 
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I-098-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

 Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade

or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  In addition, if any

existing highway noise walls are removed, they will be replaced.
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I-099-001

Your preference for stations at 130th Street, 145th Street, and 185th

Street due to east-west transit access is noted.

 

I-099-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

 Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.

Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade

or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  In addition, if any

existing highway noise walls are removed, they will be replaced as part

of the project.  Sound Transit will coordinate with affected property

owners as the project continues into final design.

 

I-099-003

During final design, Sound Transit will coordinate with adjacent property

owners where the project would involve construction affecting their

parcels.  

 

I-099-004

Documentation of project activities started in 2010 during the alternatives

analysis which included a Report and SEPA addendum (Sound Transit,

September 2011). The Final EIS includes the public comments to the

Draft EIS, and responses to those comments.  Chapter 6 describes

the opportunities for public input.
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I-100-001

The 130th Station is included as an option being considered in the Final

EIS. 
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I-101-001

Thank you for your comment, including your suggestion for an alternate

155th Street Station.  The 155th Street Station is not part of the

Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS.  Final determinations of

the property needs for the project, including acquisitions and

displacements, will be based on the project's final design after Sound

Transit completes the EIS process, selects the alternative to be built, and

develops final engineering and design plans. Minimization of

acquisitions, displacements, and relocations is a priority for Sound

Transit. 

 

I-101-002

Thank you for your comment. 
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I-102-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-103-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative A3. 
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I-104-001

Thank you for stating your preference for Alternative A3.  
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I-105-001

The Preferred Alternative has been designed to avoid displacing the

church.  Any major modification to I-5 would be a less effective solution

and involves higher levels of construction impacts, property impacts, and

higher costs.  Refer to Chapter 2 for a description of the Preferred

Alternative.
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I-106-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria. 

The FTA criteria for noise are based on exterior noise levels and are

more stringent than the criteria for traffic. Sound Transit's policy is to

mitigate moderate or severe impacts. Potential mitigation measures for

noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS. Sound walls are

planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as

mitigation for the light rail impacts.  In addition, if any existing highway

noise walls are removed, they will be replaced as part of the project. For

vibration, mitigation measures include track isolation systems, which are

effective and typically reduce vibration to below the FTA criteria.

Potential mitigation measures for vibrations are described in Section

4.7.7 of the Final EIS.  For homes that still have impacts after mitigation,

sound insulation may be considered. This form of mitigation can include

improvements, such as new or upgraded windows, improved door seals

and other measures to maintain low interior noise levels. This package

would also include a fresh air circulation system or some form of fresh air

exchange.

In terms of congestion, in areas where light rail creates an impact, the

project identifies improvements as mitigation that would return local

intersections in the area to the same as they would be without the project

or better.  Please see section 3.6 for potential mitigation measures for

local streets and arterials. 

While the EIS describes construction impacts, some of which will be

unavoidable, the project also identifies mitigation in each of the

environmental topic areas in Chapters 3 and 4 to reduce their severity,

and construction is not expected to impair people's ability to live, work

and conduct their normal activities in the communities along the project.  

Alternatives C1 and C2, which would be closest to your home, are not

the Preferred Alternative. 
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I-107-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for the Segment A

elevated alternatives with stations at 130th, 155th, and 185th.  All of the

project alternatives that were in the Draft EIS are included in the Final

EIS. However, Sound Transit selected Alternative A1, with some

modifications, as part of the Preferred Alternative.  This alternative would

include stations at 145th Street NE and 185 Street NE.   Please see the

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative.  
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I-108-001

Your comment is acknowledged. All of the project alternatives that were

in the Draft EIS are included in the Final EIS. However, Sound Transit

has identified its Preferred Alternative for Segment A, which includes a

station as described as Option 1 under Alternative A1 in the Draft

EIS. After publication of the Final EIS, the Sound Transit Board will

select the alternative to be built.

 

I-108-002

Thank you for the suggestions.  Sound Transit has been coordinating

with the local agencies to develop pedestrian and bicycle improvements

in station areas and along rebuilt streets.  A continuous trail along the rail

line is not currently included as part of the project, largely due to the

constrained right-of-way and the increases costs and impacts that would

result.  
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I-109-001

Sound Transit does not have a party of record designation for those

interested in the project. However, your email address, as given in this

comment, has been added to the project's email update list, per this

written request.  The public comment period for the Draft EIS was for an

extended period of 60 days (45 days are required) from July 26, 2013 to

September 23, 2013 to allow greater opportunity for public comment. 

 

I-109-002

Thank you. Sound Transit’s policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a

Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation

is to avoid impacts to environmentally sensitive resources to the

maximum extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to

ensure there is no net loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a

result of agency projects. The Lynnwood Link Extension would mitigate

impacts on ecosystem resources in accordance with the mitigation

sequencing requirements established by the Clean Water Act and local

Critical Areas Ordinances.  If project-specific mitigation is developed for

this project, site selection would emphasize a watershed approach.

Plans would be developed in cooperation with resource agencies.  See

section 4.8.6 of the Final EIS for details.

 

I-109-003

Thank you for your comment.  In identifying a Preferred Alternative, the

Sound Transit Board considered the information in the Draft EIS, which

detailed ecosystem, visual, and other impacts. Sound Transit requires all

projects to consider low-impact development (LID) methods as a first

choice for stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012).

Section 4.11.9 of the Final EIS describes potential LID approaches the

project would consider.  
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I-110-001

Multimodal connections to stations will be refined in coordination with

partner transit agencies and local jurisdictions in the final design phase

of the project.  However, the station concepts already in place

emphasize a balanced multimodal access plan that includes parking.  
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I-111-001

Thank you for your comment. Sound walls are planned for all

alternatives in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the

light rail impacts.  In addition, any existing highway noise walls that are

removed will be replaced as part of the project.

 

I-111-002

The current design of the Preferred Alternative includes reconstruction of

5th Avenue NE from NE 185th Street to approximately NE 183rd Court.

This would bring the street up to current standards as well, with

pedestrian and bicycle facilities, and improved stormwater management.
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I-112-001

Thank your for your comment.  Based on the address you supplied, your

house is approximately 2100 feet from the light rail alignment.  At this

distance, it is unlikely that you would hear the light rail system

operations, and you are outside the typical analysis range 400 to 600

feet from the corridor.  However, sound walls are planned for all

alternatives in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the

light rail impacts.  In addition, any existing highway noise walls removed

will be replaced.
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I-113-001

Sound Transit acknowledges your comment opposing stations at NE

130th Street, NE 155th Street, and N 220th Street. All of the stations

would have park and ride facilities.  
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I-114-001

Sound Transit developed a modified Alternative C3 for the Preferred

Alternative. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the

Preferred Alternative and its potential effects. A decision about which

alternative is built for this project will not be made until after the Final EIS

is issued.

 

I-114-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

 Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.

Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Section 4.5 analyzes visual impacts, and the areas along 52nd Avenue

W were identified as high impact with Alternatives C1 and C2; they are

not the Preferred Alternative.  Section 4.3.4 also considers the potential

for economic impacts to properties along the various alternatives.    
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I-115-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-116-001

Thank you for your comments stating a preference for Alternatives A11

(with changes) and B2A.
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I-117-001

The Sound Transit Board has identified Alternative B2, which includes a

station at the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center, as the Preferred

Alternative for discussion in the Final EIS.  Please see the Chapter 2 of

the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative.  A decision

about which alternative is built for this project will not be made until after

the Final EIS is issued.
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I-118-001

Mitigation measures for increased traffic congestion as a result of the

station construction and operation will be included as part of the project.

Refer to Chapter 3, Transportation.  

 

I-118-002

Sound Transit will work with local jurisdictions during detailed

construction planning to ensure that emergency vehicle access is

maintained.  Sound Transit will also coordinate with the City of Shoreline

to minimize disruption to traffic flow and multimodal access along NE

175th Street and NE 185 Streets.   
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I-119-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  The Sound Transit Board directed

Sound Transit to explore a Preferred Alternative that would avoid

displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to avoid the potential displacement

of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated

in the Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall (also called

the cultural center).  Access to the property and its functions have been

maintained, although a small portion of land on the property's edge

would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade

alternatives.  Please see the Final EIS Section 2.5.1 for a description of

the refined Segment A alternatives, which all result in reduced impacts

on the Church.

 

I-119-002

Thank you for the suggestions.  Sound Transit is committed to working

collaboratively with the church and its representatives throughout the

project's development.  Sound Transit has not established citizen

advisory groups or business advisory groups for the project.  Sound

Transit's contracting approach to the project would not alter the ability of

the agency to continue public engagement in the project.

 

I-119-003

The Final EIS includes an assessment of vibration levels (Section 4.7.3)

resulting from the project, and determined that the vibration would be

well below thresholds that could result in damage to adjacent structures.

The assessment also considered the church as well as nearby

residences as vibration-sensitive facilities where occupants could be

disturbed by vibration, and identified mitigation measures to avoid

vibration levels exceeding FTA criteria.  
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I-120-001

Thank you for your interest in Lynnwood Link Extension and your

comment regarding improvements needed on NE 145th Street and the

need for business opportunities near stations. The Preferred Alternative

includes biking, walking, and other access improvements in the NE

145th Street Station area.  The City of Shoreline developed a subarea

plan for the 145th Street Station area, similar to the recently adopted

185th Subarea Plan. 
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I-121-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 456

I-122-001

Your preference for Alternative C3 due to fewer impacts is noted.  The

Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS includes a modified Alternative C3.

The decision about which project will be built will be made after

publication of the Final EIS.
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I-123-001

The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As

a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall (also called the cultural

center).  Access to the property and its functions have been maintained,

although a small portion of land on the property's edge would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.
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I-124-001

Sound Transit identified a modified Alternative A1 for the Preferred

Alternative. The preferred alternative as described in the Final EIS

includes a partially elevated guideway in the vicinity of Jackson Park

and stations at NE 145th Street and NE 185th Street. The Final EIS

also includes an option for a station at NE 130th Street.  Please see

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative.  

The Sound Transit Board will select the alternative to be built after

publication of the Final EIS.

 

I-124-002

Thank you for your comment about traffic concerns on 145th Street.

Chapter 3 includes updated information on improvements included in the

Preferred Alternative that help reduce traffic impacts in the NE 145th

Street Station area.  

 

I-124-003

Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit requires all projects to

consider low-impact development (LID) methods as a first choice for

stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012). As

summarized in Section 4.11.9 of the Draft EIS, the most common soil

group in the project area is Type C, which is predominantly till-type soil

that has a low infiltration and high runoff potential, generally not

compatible with many LID approaches that require soil to infiltrate.

However, some other locations in the project area contain soil Types A

and B, which have high to moderate infiltration potential, respectively,

and are generally compatible with many types of LID stormwater

facilities. Sound Transit will evaluate the feasibility of LID throughout the

project area.
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I-125-001

The Chapter 2 descriptions of the NE 145th Street Station does not

characterize the access as good because of the I-5 ramps, but rather

because NE 145th Street and 5th Avenue are major arterials, and it

would serve the communities east and west of I-5.  The continued

congested conditions on I-5 is expected to discourage patrons from the

north from taking longer trips on the freeway when there would be

accessible stations closer to their origin or destination. 

 

I-125-002

The option to locate the 130th Street Station to the south side of NE

130th Street was explored by project designers.  The freeway ramp

configurations and design challenges involved with reconfiguring the

ramps resulted in a decision to not move this option forward.  The

Preferred Alternative includes the option for a future NE 130th Street

Station on the north side. 

 

I-125-003

The Draft EIS and Final EIS include a range of alternatives that do or do

not involve replacing the 117th Street bridge.  The preferred alignment

for the guideway would not require reconstruction or modification of the

NE 117th Street crossing.
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I-126-001

Thank you for comment regarding the 185th Street Station. The

preferred alternative includes a multi-story parking garage on the west

side of I-5 with improved pedestrian access along NE 185th Street

across I-5. The City has developed a subarea plan near the proposed

185th Street Station that envisions higher density development near the

station. Rezoning is the responsibility of the City of Shoreline and not

part of the Lynnwood Link Extension project. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 461

I-127-001

Your preference for a NE 155th Street Station is noted.  Although the

station is not part of the Preferred Alternative, all of the stations would

feature multimodal access improvements in the station areas.  Sound

Transit is also coordinating with the City of Shoreline on opportunities to

enhance station accessibility. 
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I-128-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for the 185th Option 1

Station (Alternative A1). Alternative A1 with modifications, was been

identified as the Preferred Alternative. The Sound Transit Board will

select the project to be built after publication of the Final EIS.
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I-129-001

Parking lots, streets, and recreational trails are constructed regularly

under these types of transmission power lines and over water mains. As

noted in Section 4.13 there would be no impacts due to electromagnetic

fields.  If Option 3 were selected in the project to be built, improvements

within the limits of the Tolt River water supply easement area would be

required to meet Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) design standards, and any

such improvements must undergo an SPU design review prior to

construction.
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I-130-001

Your preference for Option 3 for 185th Street Station is noted. 
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