[-131-001
Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit appreciates your support.

[-131-002

The proposed rail alignment is primarily sited in existing right of way
outside of traffic (i.e. I-5) to avoid operating and safety conflicts.
Removing capacity on the freeway in order to construct light rail would
greatly worsen congestion and degrade overall transportation system
function. Construction impacts would also be much higher. An above-
grade alignment would also need to have more space in the median than
is available from Northgate to nearly Mountlake Terrace, would conflict
with multiple existing bridges/overcrossings, and would lack room for
stations.

Section 2.5 of the Final EIS explains the factors affecting the range of
alternatives. The factors reflect the constraints posed by I-5 and its
limited available right-of-way, as well as other community and
environmental conditions along the project corridor. In addition, refer to
the 1-5 Light Rail Compatibility Report (Sound Transit 2012, included as
Appendix Q of the Final EIS) which is the basis for the conceptual
engineering of the Draft EIS alternatives and their assumptions about the
use of WSDOT right-of-way.
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[-132-001

Thank you for your comment regarding pedestrian and bicycle access to
the 185th Street Station. Non-motorized access to light rail stations is an
important component of Sound Transit systems as reflected in the
Transit Oriented Development, Sustainability, and System Access
Policies. The Preferred Alternative identifies improvements in the station
area (see Chapter 2 as well as Appendix F for details). Sound Transit will
continue to work with partner agencies, including the City of Shoreline,
on complimentary access improvements.

[-132-002

Sound Transit and the City of Shoreline have been coordinating in
station planning, and Shoreline has been conducting its own subarea
planning process for potential comprehensive plan amendments. Please
see Section 4.2.2.
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[-133-001

Your comment regarding the benefits of stations at NE 130th and

155th Streets is noted. Consistent with the Sound Transit Board's
direction for a Preferred Alternative, the Final EIS includes an option for
a station at the NE 130th Street.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 467

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-133-002

Your preference for Alternative B2, B2A, or B4 is noted. The Sound
Transit Board has identified Alternative B2 as the Preferred Alternative.
The Preferred Alternative as discussed in the Final EIS includes a station
on the east side of I-5 at the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center

and further considers an option for a station at 220 Street SW. Please
see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred
Alternative.

[-133-003

Thank you for describing your concerns about walkability with Alternative
C3, which led to your preference for Alternatives C1 and C2. The Sound
Transit Board has identified a modified Alternative C3 as the Preferred
Alternative. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of
the Preferred Alternative.

[-133-004
Thank you for your comments. Sound Transit appreciates your support
for the project.
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[-134-001
Thank you for your comments. Sound Transit appreciates your support.
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[-135-001

Your preference for the 185th Street Station, Option 2, is noted. Please
see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred
Alternative. A decision about which alternative is built for this project will
not be made until after the Final EIS is issued.
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[-136-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-137-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.

[-137-002
Your suggestion regarding the NE 130th ramp is noted. See the
conceptual design developed for the Preferred Alternative in Appendix F.
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[-138-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-139-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-140-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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[-141-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-142-001

Additional discussion of headlight impacts of light rail trains has been
added to the Final EIS, Section 4.5. For the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church, the orientation of the route is roughly
parallel to and approximately 50 feet from the nearest building and the
focus of headlights on the rails will limit the potential for headlights to
shine directly into church windows. In addition, noise walls are currently
planned between the light rail line and the church; see Appendix G
Figure G-17 for a photosimulation of the Preferred Alternative, looking
from the church grounds.
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[-143-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-144-001

Thank you for your comment. Final determinations of the property needs
for the project, including acquisitions (full or partial) and displacements,
will be based on the project's final design after Sound Transit completes
the EIS process, selects the alternative to be built, and develops final
engineering and design plans. Sound Transit policy provides for a fair
and equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its
projects. Sound Transit is available to answer questions and provide
additional information about the acquisition and relocation process, so
please feel free to contact the Lynnwood Link Extension project outreach
staff member, Roger lwata at: roger.iwata@soundtransit.org.

[-144-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this

criteria. Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe
impacts. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section
4.7.7 of the Final EIS. Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this
area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.
Mitigation is also proposed to address vibration for your property, as
discussed in the Noise and Vibration Technical Report, Chapter 5.

[-144-003

Section 4.3.4 of the Draft EIS acknowledges that some studies have
documented decreased property values, particularly along a light rail
route rather than in the vicinity of a station. Other studies have shown
increases in the value of some properties on or near rail alignments.
Negative impacts on property values would most likely occur when the
light rail project results in noise and visual impacts noticeably greater
than what currently exists. At your property, the alignment would be in a
retained cut, which would lessen the potential for visual impacts. Noise
impacts would be mitigated as described above.
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[-144-004

Your preference for a full acquisition proposal has been noted. Please
see the Final EIS for the current proposed list of potentially affected
properties. However, Sound Transit will not finalize which properties will
be full or partial acquisitions until final design, which is after the
environmental review process is complete and after Sound Transit has
selected the alternative to be built. Please contact Sound Transit for
further discussion of your property.
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[-145-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference to have a light rail
transit station at NE 130th Street, as represented in Alternatives A5, A7,

A10, and Al1.
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[-146-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-147-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.

[-147-002

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS is a modified version
of Alternative C3, which would not be located near your residence. If
Alternative C1 or C2 were constructed, there would be a noise wall along
the entire elevated structure from I-5 to the Lynnwood Transit Center
Station, so your residence would be protected from noise by noise walls.

[-147-003
Thank you for the support. Sound Transit appreciates your comments.
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[-148-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-149-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A;
Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods.
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[-150-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 489
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-151-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C1.
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[-152-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-153-001

As discussed in Section 4.3.4 of the Draft EIS, improved transit access
along with other amenities such as street improvements, including
sidewalks and landscaping can positively affect the convenience,
visibility, and desirability of surrounding residential properties. Sounds
walls needed for the light rail project also have the potential to lower
traffic noise from I-5 in the area. The discussion cites research showing
that station areas can see increases in property values, but it also notes
other factors such as general neighborhood conditions, overall market
forces, and local government planning policies as also being important
determiners of value. However, the Preferred Alternative features
Alternative 3 Option 2 for the NE 145th Street Station parking garage,
which would place the parking garage one block south of NE 148th
Street.

[-153-002

Sound Transit works with local jurisdictions during final design of stations
and park-and-ride garages to integrate them into the surrounding
neighborhood and alleviate/minimize their adverse impacts. As noted
above, the project would include street and sidewalk improvements,
landscaping, lighting, and other amenities. Visual effects are discussed
in Section 4.5, with mitigation described in Section 4.5.6. The project
features intersection and street improvements to help alleviate
congestion, as discussed in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4. The potential for
safety and security impacts is addressed in Section 4.14 and emissions
are addressed in Section 4.6, but no adverse impacts are anticipated.
There would be increased activity in the station area, including
pedestrians and bicyclists, but increased levels of activity can have a
positive effect on safety and security. Sound Transit also would maintain
the stations to be clean and sanitary, with active surveillance systems
that include security personnel and coordination with local police, fire,
and other emergency service providers.
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[-153-003

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.
Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of
the Final EIS.
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[-154-001
See Section 3.6.7 for mitigation measures to address the potential for
spillover parking in neighborhoods.

[-154-002

Section 4.3.4 describes the potential effects of the project on property
values. The discussion cites research showing that station areas can see
increases in property values, but it also notes other factors such as
general neighborhood conditions, overall market forces, and local
government planning policies as also being important determiners of
value. Improved transit access at the station, along with other amenities,
such as street improvements, including sidewalks and landscaping, can
positively affect the convenience, visibility, and desirability of surrounding
residential properties. Noise walls needed for the light rail project also
have the potential to lower traffic noise from I-5 in the area.

[-154-003

Sound Transit acknowledges your concern about seeing trains pass by
your backyard. In this location, the alignment of the light rail is just east
of I-5 some distance from your home. Also, there would be noise walls
along this section of the alignment, which would shield the passing train
from residences on the east side of the alignment.

Text has been added to Section 4.5 in the Final EIS describing the visual
effects of trains passing periodically.

[-154-004
The City could consider parking zones or other measures as described
in Section 3.6.7 of the Final EIS.
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[-155-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the Option 1
layout for the proposed light rail transit station at NE 185th Street.
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[-156-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for elevated rail as
opposed to ground-level. Sound Transit recognizes your concern for
maintaining your current residential location, with its specific handicap
renovations. The Final EIS identifies properties affected by potential
acquisitions in Appendix I-4.1. Sound Transit policy provides for a fair
and equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its
projects, and this includes a commitment to provide replacement
structures in a manner consistent with state and federal law. This policy
has been successfully implemented on several of the Link lines already.
While Sound Transit will endeavor to relocate displaced parties in the
same neighborhood or area, the work is done in consultation with the
displaced parties, who may or may not choose to stay in the same area.
They will, however, be placed in structures that remain affordable to and
compatible with them; this effort includes interviews with the affected
parties to help determine affordability and compatibility, as well as
compensation and assistance programs that meet individualized needs
and ensures safe and sanitary structures.
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[-157-001

Thank you for stating your preference for the garage site in 185th Street
Station Option 1. The Preferred Alternative features a parking garage
west of the station at NE 185th Street. See Section 3.6.7 for Sound
Transit's proposed mitigation approach to address potential parking
impacts on neighborhood streets.
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[-158-001

Thank you for your comment about the 145th Street Station, and for
indicating your support for the project. Final determinations of the
property needs for the project, including acquisitions and displacements,
will be based on the project's final design after Sound Transit completes
the EIS process, selects the alternative to be built, and develops final
engineering and design plans. Minimization of acquisitions,
displacements, and relocations is a priority for Sound Transit.
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[-159-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference in Segment A for a
light rail transit station at NE 145th Street and not at NE 155th Street.
The Mountlake Terrace Transit Center Station maximizes previous
infrastructure investments that anticipated light rail serving the area.
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[-160-001

Your comment regarding traffic and parking impact concerns is noted.
Although special parking management strategies will be selected by
local jurisdictions, Sound Transit identifies potential measures to mitigate
potential parking impacts in neighborhoods in Section 3.6.7; measures
could include neighborhood parking restrictions but would ultimately be
decided through a city-managed process. For an updated assessment
of operational traffic impacts and associated improvements, please see
Section 3.2.4. See Section 3.3 for construction impacts, and 3.6.9 for
construction period mitigation.
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[-161-001
Thank you for your comments. Sound Transit appreciates your support.
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[-162-001

The Preferred Alternative has been developed with further details on
bicycle lanes and related facilities; please see Chapter 2, Section 2.4 for
more detail on these features for the Preferred Alternative and other
alternatives.
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[-163-001

Thank you for your input. The alternatives under consideration provide
additional parking for transit users compared to today. They were sized
based on estimates of demand, which also account for an increased
demand for travel using other modes to reach stations, including
connecting transit. This also reflects Sound Transit Board direction,
consistent with their adopted System Access Policy.
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[-164-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-165-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall (also called the cultural center). With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land
on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative
and other at-grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require
a portion of the church property.
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[-166-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall (also called the cultural center). With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land
on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative
and other at-grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require
a portion of the church property.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 507
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-167-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall (also called the cultural center). With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land
on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative
and other at-grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require
a portion of the church property.
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[-168-001

The Draft EIS and Final EIS include a summary of the geologic hazards
that have been identified in the project areas. The project design will
address identified geologic hazards (including hazards from wetland
soils at Scriber Creek), and will include earthquake engineering in
accordance with applicable building codes. The earthquake engineering
includes evaluations of and design for ground shaking, liquefaction,
lateral spread, liquefaction-induced settlement, and seismically-induced
slope instability. See Section 4.11 of the Final EIS, and Appendix 1-4.11
for further details.

[-168-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA
impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below
this criteria. Wheel squeal only occurs on tight radius curves, not on a
tangent track, like the ones along this segment of the corridor. For areas
with tight radius curves, trackside lubrication will be used to mitigate
wheel squeal. See Section 4.8 of the Final EIS for further details.

[-168-003

This project will abide by all applicable federal, state, and local
environmental laws and regulations. Sound Transit’s policy [Executive
Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit
(2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on environmentally
sensitive resources to the maximum extent practicable and to provide
adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of ecosystem function and
acreage as a result of agency projects.

[-168-004

Sound Transit notes your comments regarding potential acquisitions
related to the alternatives in Segment C. Since the publication of the
Draft EIS, Sound Transit has modified some of the alternatives and has
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identified a Preferred Alternative, which has no residential displacements
in Lynnwood but still displaces several businesses.

[-168-005

Photographs at key locations together with visual simulations of
alternatives have been provided in Appendix G to the Draft EIS. These
include 45 locations chosen to illustrate typical design features and
impacts as well as specific features where potential visual impacts are
high.

[-168-006

Foliage, if dense, can provide slight reductions in noise levels. The FTA
and FHWA provides for up to a 3 dBA reduction in transportation noise
for locations with at least 100 feet of dense foliage that contains leaves
year around. Because of the varying foliage in the project area, no
reduction for foliage will be used in the analysis. Also, a 3 dB reduction in
noise level is barely perceptible to most people, so foliage in virtually all
areas of this project corridor will have little overall effect on light rail nor
traffic noise.

[-168-007

Appendix F provides conceptual designs with more detail/scale. The EIS
maps are designed to assist readers in identifying areas with potential
impacts; depending on the topic (i.e., neighborhoods or parks), more
detail is shown.

I-168-008
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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[-169-001
Thank you for your comment stating your strong preference for a light rail
transit station at NE 130th Street and NE 155th Street and the reasons

why you support these stations over one at NE 145th Street.
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[-170-001

Thank you for your comment stating your interest in the construction of
light rail transit stations at either NE 145th Street or NE 155th Street.
Stations at both of these locations, including two layout options at NE
145th Street, would be elevated to go over either the northbound I-5 on-
ramp or NE 155th Street. A final decision by the Sound Transit Board
will be made following the publication of the Final EIS. Chapter 2
provides an overview of construction, but details of construction methods
will depend on the final design and the contractor's approach.

[-170-002

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade
or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, any
existing WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project will

be replaced.
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[-171-001

Thank you for your comment stating your overall support of the
Lynnwood Link Extension project and the proposal to ultimately extend
the light rail system to Everett. Sound Transit also thanks you for stating

your prefrence for Alternative C3.
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[-172-001

Some people have reported brief interference with their car radios as the
light rail train passes, but this is not a common occurrence for light rail
systems. WiFi interference would not be a problem because the
frequencies are different.
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