Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-173-001

The public meeting handouts were intended as an overview of the
project as were the displays. Sound Transit thanks you for taking the
time to comment to the Draft EIS based on your receipt of the Summary
Draft EIS.

[-173-002

The stations are planned to serve patrons using a variety of modes, with
the majority of passengers expected to arrive by modes other than
driving. However, the parking supplies considered reflect estimated
demand and help park-and-ride spaces provide access to light rail for
areas transitioning from suburban to urban densities. Sound Transit's
System Access Policy is targeted to balance auto access needs, transit,
and pedestrian and bicycles.

[-173-003
Your opinions are noted. Sound Transit remains committed to an open

public process for project decisionmaking, and funding for the Lynnwood
Link project was approved by voters in 2008.
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[-174-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Since the publication of the Draft
EIS, Sound Transit has revisited the alternatives in Segment A and
modified them so that none of them would result in the displacement of
the Seattle Latvian Center and Church. Please see the Final EIS for a
description of the updated Segment A alternatives in Chapter 2 and
revised text on the potential impacts to the Seattle Latvian Center and
Church in Chapter 4.
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[-175-001

The EIS includes an evaluation of how station sites and their
construction activites would affect east-west alternatives. The project's
detailed construction management plans will maintain effective east-west
access and accommodate bicycle and pedestrian traffic as well. See
Chapter 3 for more detail on traffic impacts and Section 3.6 for potential
mitigation. Appendix H also shows conceptual plans for the Preferred
Alternative, which includes further detail on some of the street
improvements featured in the Preferred Alternative to maintain effective
traffic operations.
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[-176-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative B2A
with the second Mountlake Terrace light rail transit station at 220th
Street SW and your second choice support for Alternative B1. The
continued use of the Mountlake Terrace freeway station is not a Sound
Transit decision. The agency will coordinate with the bus transit
agencies to realign bus services to serve the new light rail transit station.
Sound Transit is also participating with others in planning for potential
options for the existing freeway station, although this depends on the
decisions about the light rail project to be built.
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[-177-001
Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.

[-177-002

Sound Transit acknowledges your comment stating your preference for
design-bid-build procurement method for construction of the Lynnwood
Link Extension project. A final decision on this issue may be expected
soon after Sound Transit makes a final decision on the selected
alternative following the publication of the Final EIS. Irrespective of the
method of procurement, Sound Transit will continue to conduct
community outreach activities.

[-177-003

Since the publication of the Lynnwood Link Extension Draft EIS in June
2013, additional engineering was undertaken to reduce adverse effects
on the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church property and facilities. As a
result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall (also called the cultural
center). Access to the property and its functions will be maintained, but
involve a street realignment.

1-177-004

A detailed Noise and Vibration Technical Report was prepared in support
of the EIS to assess potential noise and vibration impacts on the Church
and other projects. Since publication of the Draft EIS in June 2013,
additional engineering has been undertaken to refine the Segment A
alternatives and avoid or further minimize adverse effects on the

Church. With the engineering design refinements to the Segment A
alternatives, additional updated noise and vibration analysis was
conducted to re-assess potential noise and vibration impacts on the
Church. See Section 4.7 in the Final EIS and the technical report
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included with the Final EIS. If noise and/or vibration impacts are
predicted, Sound Transit has identified mitigation.

[-177-005

The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church property
would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade
alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the
church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment
A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix
F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment
A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables
concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for
each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of
a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

[-177-006

Thank you for your comment stating your preference that an alternate
Segment A route for the proposed Lynnwood Link Extension project that
would entirely bypass the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. As
noted above, a design modification to maintain access avoids the
potential for displacing the church.
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[-178-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference of Alternative C3
because of reduced impacts to parklands.
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[-179-001

Thank you for your comment stating your strong preference for
Alternative C3 due to reduced impacts to the nearby wetlands and
avoidance of direct impacts to Scriber Creek Park. Thank you for your
suggestion that easy access to the light rail transit station should be
provided to nearby hotels. The Preferred Alternative includes pathways
as well as street and sidewalk improvements to improve connectivity in
the area.
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[-180-001

Thank you for your comment stating your support for a light rail transit
station at NE 130th Street and Alternatives A5 and A10. Regarding bus
service at the new light rail transit stations, changes to bus services will
be considered by Sound Transit, King County Metro, and Community
Transit as the project approaches operation. Initial plans used in the EIS
analysis anticipate improved east-west connections to the station areas
with connections to other north-south corridors.

[-180-002

Thank you for your support of Sound Transit's light rail extension
program and your particular interest in a future light rail station at the
Alderwood Mall to the north along the 1-5 corridor.
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[-181-001
Thank you for your comment stating your Segment A Alternative
preferences.
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[-182-001

Thank you for your comment. This project will abide by all applicable
federal, state, and local environmental laws and regulations protecting
wetlands. Sound Transit's policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a
Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation
is to avoid impacts to environmentally sensitive resources to the
maximum extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to
ensure there is no net loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a
result of agency projects.
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[-183-001
Thank you for your comment noting that the lower elevation alternatives
are more visually consistent with the surrounding area.

[-183-002

This project will abide by all applicable federal, state, and local
environmental laws and regulations. Sound Transit’s policy [Executive
Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit
(2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts to environmentally
sensitive resources to the maximum extent practicable and to provide
adequate mitigation to ensure there is no net loss of ecosystem function
and acreage as a result of agency projects.

Sound Transit will also abide by the tree replacement policies of WSDOT
and local ordinances.

[-183-003

Mitigation measures for increased traffic congestion as a result of the
station at 145th will be included as part of the project. 5th Avenue NE
access will be maintained similar to today. Please see potential
mitigation included in Chapter 3 and Mitigation Plan.

[-183-004

The Preferred Alternative's NE 145th Street Station includes improved
sidewalks and bike lanes along 5th Avenue NE and portions of NE 145th
Street; please see Section 2.4 for other standard elements of the
stations.

[-183-005

Your comments stating your preferences for the two layout options for
the NE 145th Street Station are noted. The Preferred Alternative has
updated the design based on Option 2.
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[-183-006

The Sound Transit Design Team is committed to working with local
jurisdictions and neighborhoods in designing functional and attractive
facilities that are as consistent as possible with neighborhood scale and
character. The Section 4.5.6 of the Final EIS includes additional
discussion of potential mitigation measures for station and parking
garage visual impacts.
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[-184-001

Sound Transit has identified potential cut-through traffic as a potential
impact for station area neighborhoods, and identifies mitigation in
Section 3.65, which describes measures that could be developed in
coordination with the local jurisdiction.
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[-185-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3
due to fewer displacements and impacts to Scriber Creek Park.
Alternative modified C3 is the Preferred Alternative, which avoids the

park property.
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[-186-001
Your preference for Alternative C3 due to its avoidance of Scriber Creek
Park is noted. Modified C3 is the Preferred Alternative, which avoids

Scriber Creek Park.
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[-187-001

Thank you for your comment expressing concerns about the adverse
effects of Alternatives C1 and C2, including citations from the City of
Lynnwood Resolution #2012-07 requesting elimination of routes along
52nd Avenue W and Cedar Valley Road from further consideration.

While the alternatives are evaluated in the Final EIS, they are not the
Preferred Alternative. Section 4.4 of the Final EIS includes a detailed
analysis of potential impacts to the 52nd Avenue West area, and it also
summarizes the Environmental Justice analysis contained in Appendix
C. The analysis does not identify impacts at the levels the City's
resolution describes.

In November 2013, the Sound Transit Board identified a Preferred
Alternative based on Alternative C3 with some modifications to its
alignment as it enters the Lynnwood Transit Center. Please see the Final
EIS for the description of the Preferred Alternative, which was developed
in collaboration with the City of Lynnwood, and which avoids direct
impacts to Scriber Creek Park and avoids running along 52nd Avenue
W.
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[-188-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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[-189-001

Thank you for your comment. We have added noise monitoring sites in
your area, including one near your home at 20039 12th Ave or 20041
12th Ave for use in the Final EIS analysis. The analysis considers
topography, vegetation, and noise barriers; more specific details are
given in the Noise and Vibration Technical Report for the Final EIS,
which identifies mitigation by address. During final design, mitigation
definitions will be further evaluated to ensure they achieve the noise
reduction required to be below the impact threshold.
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[-189-002

The Final EIS includes an updated assessment of impacts of the
elevated structure in your area, but the Draft EIS was not intended to
define visual impacts parcel by parcel, but rather for larger areas or
viewsheds. It is accurate that some locations, particularly those
immediately near the facility, could have higher localized impacts.
Mitigation measures could include replacement plantings, but clearing
and visual impacts are likely unavoidable in some locations. Sound
Transit's tree clearing policies for elevated light rail provide for clearing
within 30 feet of the centerline of the structure, or about 15 feet from the
edge of the structure. The Final EIS, Section 4.5.6, identifies visual
impact mitigation measures for the project, but the detailed definition of
plantings in specific locations would be accomplished during final
design. Replacement trees would be considered where space was
available, but likely would take time to mature to replace the screening.
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[-189-003

Sound Transit has reviewed your suggestions to consider whether they
have the potential to avoid potential impacts near your property.

As the light rail profile approaches the property from the south, it is
coming out of a cut into the hillside adjacent to I-5. To lower the profile
through this area would require cutting even further into the hillside. At
about 800 feet south of the property, the existing ground drops about 40
feet. Traveling north, the ground continues to drop further as it becomes
adjacent to wetlands and State Route 104. Heading north from there, the
next major connection point is the elevated Montlake Terrace Transit
Station at 236th St. SW. To maintain a light rail profile meeting
established design criteria based on safety and efficiency and to
minimize the most negative impacts through this area, an elevated
structure maintaining a minimum height over the southern-most State
Road 104 exit ramp is needed. The elevation has been refined for the
Final EIS, and the visual impact information in this area was updated.
Also, there are a number of design constraints that require maintaining
the light rail alignment in the approximate location as shown in the Draft
EIS and now in the Final EIS. Based on design guidelines for the use of
the I-5 right-of-way between Sound Transit and WSDOT, the light rail
project footprint is outside of an approximately 94 foot section reserved
for the freeway and potential future improvements. The horizontal
alignment is also constrained by a more narrow width of existing right-of-
way between NE 185th St. to north of NE 195th St. To provide a
horizontal design as shown in your Figure 2a-b, while still meeting the
project's light rail design standards, would require further encroachment
beyond the right-of-way and upon more properties and homes in this
area. Therefore, Sound Transit is continuing to propose the Preferred
Alternative design rather than your suggested alternative.
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[-190-001

The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church property
would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade
alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the
church property.

Please see Chapter 2, sections 2.6.1 and 2.6.2 for a description of the
factors that led Sound Transit to place light rail east of I-5 rather than
west of the freeway in this area.
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[-191-001

Thank you for your comment on community impacts associated with

the proposed NE 185th Street light rail station. Throughout project
planning, Sound Transit has worked to minimize impacts on adjacent
residential neighborhoods. Sound Transit recognizes the importance of
maintaining the many community activities and services currently housed
at the Shoreline School District property adjacent to the proposed transit
station site. Property acquisition has been minimized to partial parcel
acquisitions to preserve these community amenities. The impacts of
Alternative Al and the Preferred Alternative involves an edge of the
stadium parking area and an auxiliary track. All of the existing programs
and services would be able to continue operation at the stadium and the
school district site. See Section 3.4.17 for more detalils.
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[-192-001

While parking is an element of the access plans for the stations, Sound
Transit anticipates that most patrons will arrive by connecting transit,
walking, and biking. The alternatives under consideration provide
additional parking for transit users compared to today. They were sized
based on estimates of demand, which also account for an increased
demand for travel using other modes to reach stations, including
connecting transit. This also reflects Sound Transit Board direction,
consistent with their adopted System Access Policy.

Lynnwood Link Extension
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[-192-002
Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit will be working with local
transit operators to develop refined transit service plans as the project

nears operation.
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[-193-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The Preferred Alternative in the
Final EIS and all other alternatives now avoid displacing the church or
church hall. The Final EIS describes the primary modifications for these
alternatives in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered.
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[-194-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-194-002

The Sound Transit public outreach activities leading up to the publication
of the Draft EIS did alert members of the Latvian and Baltic populations
of the proposed alternatives for the Lynnwood Link Extension project and
community members did become involved. Chapter 6 describes the
public outreach for the project.

Although many of the Sound Transit Board did not attend the public
meetings, the Sound Transit staff who did attend regularly, and who are
the ones who interact most closely with concerned citizens, update the
Board on the pertinent issues that should be considered on a regular
basis. The Board was given the Draft EIS comments before they
identified the Preferred Alternative and gave direction to modify all the
Segment A alternatives so that none would require the displacement of
the facility. Please find the updated description of the Segment A
alternatives in the Final EIS Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered.
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[-195-001

At this stage in project planning, the property impacts are estimates and
use map-based parcel information. Detailed land surveys and property
assessments would be conducted during final design and subsequent
real estate transactions. However, the project staff have conducted
multiple field visits and surveys as part of the design and environmental
process.

If access to a property is lost due to the project, that property becomes a
full acquisition because Sound Transit cannot leave a property owner
with no access to their property. That is one factor considered when the
agency determines what type of acquisition (full or partial) is needed.
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[-195-002

Thank you for your comment stating your overall support for the
Lynnwood Link Extension project and your concerns about potential
adverse effects of station parking and reconfiguration of Fifth Avenue
NE. Please see the updated conceptual design drawings in Appendix F.
The Preferred Alternative would realign Fifth Avenue, but it does not
feature ground level parking.
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[-196-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.
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[-197-001

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement or
relocation of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and for
highlighting its significance to the region’s Baltic community. Following
the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained.
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[-198-001

Sound Transit does not have a party of record designation for those
interested in the project. Your address has been added to the

project's mailing list, per this request. The public comment period for the
Draft EIS was for an extended period of 60 days (45 days are required)
from July 26, 2013 to September 23, 2013 to allow greater opportunity
for public comment.
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[-199-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the
region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those
interested in Scandinavian studies.

[-199-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below these criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts as per
FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in
Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

The church was considered a noise-sensitive property, and the
residences around the church are also noise-sensitive. For this reason,
sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or
elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, any existing
WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project will be replaced.
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[-199-003

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.

[-199-004

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the
region’s Latvian community, and the larger Baltic community.
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