Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-253-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-254-001
The 130th Station is included as an option to the Preferred Alternative
considered in the Final EIS.

[-254-002
Your opposition to a freeway station is noted. The Preferred Alternative
in the Final EIS has a transit center station.

[-254-003

Thank you for your comment on the Lynnwood Station design. As you
note, this is a major transit facility that includes many transfers from bus
to rail as well as car to transit (bus or rail). The Final EIS includes a
revised station plan for the Preferred Alternative that balances access for
all modes, including improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists.

[-254-004

Station parking, facility sizing, and design is balanced between the
demand for parking and the need for good multi-modal connections in
order to serve the needs of the region as well as local communities.
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[-255-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-256-001

The preference for a station at 130th Street NE is noted. The Preferred
Alternative includes a station at NE 145th Street and has an option for
a station at NE 130th Street.

[-256-002

Sound Transit recognizes your preference for the at-grade alternative,
because they would improve the interchange; they also would include
pedestrian and bicycle improvements along 5th Avenue NE. See
Appendix G for Visual Simulations.

[-256-003

The riparian and wetland area associated with North Branch Thornton
Creek is a potential site under consideration for compensatory mitigation
to offset unavoidable permanent impacts.

[-256-004
Your opposition to Alternative A7 and A1l is noted. The Draft EIS and
Final EIS address visual impacts and mitigation in Section 4.5.
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[-257-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-258-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 673

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Lynnwood Link Extension Page 674
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-259-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.

[-259-002

Thank you for your concerns about the potential disruption of the Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran Church during construction. To better understand
the effects and proposed mitigation associated with construction, please
see Chapter 3 Transportation Impacts and Mitigation; Sections 4.2, Land
Use; 4.4, Social Impacts, Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods; and
4.7, Noise and Vibration. The church will also retain access during
construction.

[-259-003

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the
region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those
interested in Scandinavian studies. Please see Section 2.5.1 for a
description of the refined Segment A alternatives that avoid
displacing the church.
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I-260-001

Summer 2013

Draft EIS Comment Form

Submit your comments by September 23, 2013
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Sound Transit wants to hear from you. Comments can be about anything related to the project, ranging from
giving an opinion or observation to discussing technical aspects of the environmental analysis. The extended

public comment period ends September 23, 2013. All comments received or postmarked by this date will be
responded to in the Final EIS.
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[-260-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment
A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix
F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment
A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables
concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for
each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-261-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your concerns about impacts to
both wetlands and displacement of residents. See Chapter 2 for a
description of the Preferred Alternative, which is a modification of

Alternative C3.
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[-262-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.
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[-263-001

The NE 155th Street station would not displace the fire station. Sound
Transit is aware of concerns about the possible impacts of a station at
NE 155th Street on the operations of the Fire Station. In the design and
development of a station at that location, and the management of traffic
serving the station, Sound Transit would work closely with the Fire
Department to resolve any potential conflicts with bus and vehicle traffic
to ensure that emergency response times would be maintained both
during the construction period and operation of light rail.

[-263-002

If a station at NE 155th Street were part of the project to be built, Sound
Transit would mitigate traffic impacts from the station as described in
Chapter 3. A modified Alternative Al is the Preferred Alternative, which
does not include a station at the NE 155th Street area.
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[-264-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 681
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-265-001

Thank you for your comment with concerns that Alternative C3 could
conflict with the City of Lynnwood's plans for a Lift Station. Sound
Transit coordinated with the City to obtain further details on the
expansion, which is not likely to physically expand the current site.
Alternative C3 would not affect the plans for the Lift Station, nor would
the Preferred Alternative.
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[-266-001

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 has been noted, along with
your support for a modified alternative to the south. The Preferred
Alternative is based on Alternative C3, and was developed in
coordination with the City of Lynnwood. See Chapter 2 for a detailed
description. Thank you for providing attachments of other parties'
comments, including materials directed to the City of Lynnwood during
the City's councils consideration of EIS alternatives. Linda Willemark's
comments are recorded separately in comments 1-530 and [-228.
Comments by Mike Mayes, which included his public testimony at one
of the EIS public meetings, are responded to under B-001 and I-217.
The other attachments you provided were reviewed by Sound Transit,
but they are directed to other parties such as the Environmental
Protection Agency.

However, to address one of your primary concerns in the letter to EPA
about Alternative C1 and its impacts to Scriber Creek Park and its
associated wetlands, the Draft EIS included detailed discussions of the
impacts to the park and its wetlands, including in the Summary, in
Chapter 5 Evaluation of the Alternatives, and in sections 4.17 and 4.18,
the latter section dealing specifically with the Section 4(f) requirements
that would need to be met if Alternative C1 were to receive approval by
FTA. The Final EIS notes that Alternative C1 has not yet met those
conditions. Although the Draft EIS did not mention the source of funding
for the park, under Section 4(f), any significant public park is treated as a
protected resource, and most parks bond measures have similar
conditions requiring in-kind replacement.
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[-267-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-268-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your
family and community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board
directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would
avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the additional
engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and
avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the
Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the
church or the church hall.
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[-269-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-270-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.
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[-271-001

Chapter 3 of the Final EIS details the performance of more than 20
intersections that Sound Transit and the City of Lynnwood identified for
detailed analysis, as well as potential mitigation for impacts for each of
the alternatives. The assessments were based on predictions of future
traffic with and without the project, particularly in the areas where
existing or future conditions already created traffic problems in the No
Build condition, and where station area traffic would result in an
increase. For the Preferred Alternative, Sound Transit identified
improvements to mitigate congestion on 200th Street SW, including 44th
Ave W. Traffic along 52nd or 188th Street SW is not expected to
markedly change due to the project.
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[-272-001
Thank you for your comment supporting a light rail station at NE 145th
Street under the following alternatives: Al, A3, A10, and Al1l.
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[-273-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Parking supply would also be maintained but would
be modified by the realigned street entrances.
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[-274-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.
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[-275-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the
region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those
interested in Scandinavian studies. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound
Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative
that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the
results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd
Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a
result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall.
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[-276-001

Thank you for describing the personal and cultural significance of the
church and Latvian center to you and your family. Following the Draft
EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a
Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final
EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-277-001

Thank you for your comment regarding Scriber Creek Park and the
potential impacts of Alternative C1. The Sound Transit Board has
identified a modified Alternative C3 as the Preferred Alternative, avoiding
the impacts to the park.
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[-278-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community
center to your family. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board
directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would
avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the results of
additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue
NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none
of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace
the church or the church hall.
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[-279-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community
center to your family. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board
directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would
avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the results of
additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue
NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none
of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace
the church or the church hall.
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[-280-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound
Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative
that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the
results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd
Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a
result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall.
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[-281-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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Lynnwood Link Extension SRRy

Draft EIS Comment Form

Submit your comments by September 23, 2013
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EMAIL ADDRESS:
O Please sign me up for project email updates

zipcope: 18294

Sound Transit wants to hear from you. Comments can be about anything related to the project, ranging from
giving an opinion or observation to discussing technical aspects of the environmental analysis. The extended

public comment period ends September 23, 2013. All comments received or postmarked by this date will be

responded to in the Final EIS.
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[-282-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the
Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred
Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS
describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook
to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the
church. As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the
Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.
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[-283-001

Thank you for describing the cultural and personal importance of the
church and community center. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound
Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative
that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the
results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd
Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a
result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall.
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[-284-001

Thank you for your comment. The Lynnwood Link Extension light rail
project is designed to be a benefit to all who travel the corridor between
Northgate and Lynnwood. The potential station at NE 130th Street is
approximately 0.7-0.8 miles north of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran
Church, while the Northgate Station is approximately 1.5 miles south of
the church, but with bus service, or by bike, walking, or by car, the
station would be accessible to church or center users. Bus services may
also be realigned to better serve the rail station, which may help improve
transit access; however, any bus realignment would be determined by
King County Metro.
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[-285-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment
A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix
F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment
A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables
concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for
each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of
a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-286-001
Thank your for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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