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C-001-001

Sound Transit acknowledges your opposition to Alternative C1 due to its

residential impacts and impacts to Scriber Creek Park and wetlands. 
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C-002-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

 

C-002-002

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Please see Section 2.5.1 for a

description of the refined Segment A alternatives that

avoid displacing the Church.
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C-003-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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C-004-001

Sound Transit does not have a "party of record" designation for those

interested in the project. However, Ruth Williams has been added to the

project's email update list, per this written request.
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C-005-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

 

C-005-002

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Please see Section 2.5.1 of the

Final EIS for a description of the refined Segment A alternatives that

avoid displacing the church.
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C-006-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Please see Section 2.5.1 of the

Final EIS for a description of the refined Segment A alternatives that

avoid displacing the church.
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C-007-001

Sound Transit will meet ADA standards for all of its facilities and

projects, and a commitment for full access for all persons is an element

of Sound Transit's adopted System Access Policy.  Current designs for

the project alternatives generally include new or rebuilt facilities to ADA

standards for the station sites, to and from feeder bus stops and nearby

intersections, and for any streets or other transportation facilities

reconstructed or otherwise improved for the project.  During final design,

Sound Transit will also work with local jurisdictions on planning for

access improvements for other facilities connecting to station areas. 

 

C-007-002

Sound Transit will continue to work cooperatively with both Seattle and

Shoreline to design a station that serves all users, including regional

commuters and people coming to and from the surrounding

neighborhoods.  Sound Transit will coordinate with King County Metro to

plan for changes in their transit service to support the station.  Ultimately,

route and service changes are determined by the local transit agency for

the routes they operate. 

 

C-007-003

Your preference for alternatives that include a station at NE 145th Street

because it would be more easily accessible by those with special

needs is noted.

 

C-007-004

As described in Chapter 6 Public Involvement and Agency Coordination,

Sound Transit used a variety of outreach activities and methods to

engage the community beginning at the early stage of alternatives

analysis through the Draft EIS, and into identification of the Preferred

Alternative and development of the Final EIS.  For the Draft EIS, all of

the sites for the public meetings were accessible by transit and were in
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community facilities throughout the corridor. Activities and methods for

public outreach included kiosks, community events, drop-in sessions, a

project website, news media, fact sheets, brochures, newsletters, and an

email subscription list.

 

C-007-005

Sound Transit will continue to coordinate with other transportation

agencies, jurisdictions, and interested community organizations,

including for people with special needs.
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C-008-001

Your preference for more stations, rather than fewer, is acknowledged.

The Final EIS evaluates (as did the Draft EIS) three-station Alternatives

A10 and A11. The Sound Transit Board will select the project to be built

after the publication of the Final EIS.  The Preferred Alternative includes

the general alignment and stations of Alternative A1, and the Final EIS

also reviews options for a future station at NE 130th Street. 

 

C-008-002

In addition to Alternative B2A, the Final EIS evaluates the Preferred

Alternative, as identified by the Sound Transit Board. The Sound Transit

Board identified a modified Alternative B2 as the Preferred Alternative,

which includes a station at the Mountlake Transit Center.  The Sound

Transit Board also directed further study of options to add a station at

220th Street SW or to make provisions for a future station at this

location.   Please see the Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for details. 
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C-008-003

Following the publication of the Draft EIS, Sound Transit developed a

modification of Alternative C3 for the Final EIS in collaboration with the

City of Lynnwood, with the goals of improving transit integration, better

opportunities for future development, and minimizing natural resource

impacts.  Alternative C3 Modified (as named in the Final EIS) includes

moving the station closer to the transit center and is the Preferred

Alternative. 

 

C-008-004

Comment acknowledged. The Sound Transit System Access Policy is

referred to in the Transportation mitigation section (Section 3.6.5) for

nonmotorized transportation. 

 

C-008-005

Sound Transit designs and maintains all of its stations to be safe, secure

and clean, and station platforms include weather protection. The stations

are well lit, have security cameras, and are regularly monitored by

security personnel. The current conceptual plans for the stations include

open areas, and Sound Transit policy encourages partnerships with

other parties that indicate an interest in coordinated developments in

station areas. 
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C-009-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  See Section 2.5.1 for how Sound

Transit modified the design for all at-grade Segment A alternatives to

avoid displacing the church.  Chapters 3 and 4 provide more detail on

how construction would be managed, with Section 4.4 providing more

detail on how impacts would be mitigated to allow the church and center

to remain open during construction.  
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C-010-001

Thank you for stating your groups' concerns about the alternatives

crossing Scriber Creek wetlands.  Most of the issues you raise are

consistent with the Draft EIS discussions on pages 4-135 and 4-136,

although falling materials and subsequent pollution are not predicted. 

During construction and operation, Sound Transit will abide by all

applicable federal, state, and local environmental laws and

regulations. Sound Transit’s policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing

a Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem

mitigation is to avoid impacts on environmentally sensitive resources to

the maximum extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to

ensure no net loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a result of

agency projects. 

 

C-010-002

Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding Scriber Creek Park.  For

what is now the Segment C Preferred Alternative, Sound Transit worked

with the City of Lynnwood to develop a modified Alternative C3 that

minimizes impacts to both Scriber Creek Park and the adjacent

wetlands, while accomplishing other goals for the station site and its

connection to the city center area.  The Draft EIS identified potential

impacts to the park with Alternatives C1 and C2 and identified potential

mitigation for these impacts.     

The Preferred Alternative does not require any property from the park. If

Alternative C1 moved forward and required the use of Scriber Park

property for the project, Sound Transit would seek approvals for

conversion of property acquired using Conservation Futures funds, as

well as mitigation for any impacts.
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C-010-003

While it is true that Alternative C3 would affect more undeveloped upland

than Alternative C1 or Alternative C2, the EIS analysis does not find

these effects as having a substantially greater negative impact on wildlife

and wildlife habitat than the other alternatives. As shown in Figure 4.8-1c

of the Draft EIS, the upland areas crossed by Alternative C3 are

dominated by maintained vegetation. This classification is consistent with

the aerial imagery in drawing C3M-PP02 in Appendix F. As defined in

the Draft EIS Table 4.8-2, maintained vegetation generally consists of

exotic grasses or annuals such as mown grasses and other low

vegetation. Such areas are unlikely to support abundant or diverse

populations of wildlife. The guideway in that area would be elevated. As

noted on the Draft EIS page 4-137, shading and other impacts on

vegetation underneath elevated guideways at most locations would likely

be minimal, as guideways 15 feet high or more would be able to support

herbaceous plants and shrubs similar to those currently present.

 

C-010-004

Each of the proposed Segment C alternatives would impact resources

used by either wildlife or humans, but to different degrees.  Sound

Transit appreciates your suggestion for the development of a fourth

alternative that would be placed on I-5.   The proposed alignment is not

being considered further because an alignment along I-5 beyond where

Alternative C3 crosses to the Lynnwood Transit Center has a higher

potential to impact the Snohomish County PUD Substation and the

existing direct access ramps, and is less able to balance impacts and

benefits such as effective multimodal connections, minimizing walking

distances to the transit center, retain/enhance TOD opportunities,

minimizing wetland impacts, reducing property, displacement and

economic impacts, and connecting to the future City Center.  An array of

alignment options were considered as Sound Transit considered

modifications to Alternative C3. 
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C-011-001

Your thoughts on the potential NE 145th Street and NE 155th Street

stations are appreciated. The Sound Transit Board identified the NE

145th Street Station as the Preferred Alternative.  The Board will make

a final decision selecting the project to be built after publication of the

Final EIS. 

 

C-011-002

Your recommendations regarding the capacity of the parking garage and

potential charges for parking are noted. The stations along the alignment

would provide balanced access for a variety of modes, including transit,

walking, biking and, in several locations, parking, consistent with Sound

Transit's System Access Policy.  "Pay to Park" options are being

considered by Sound Transit throughout its system. 
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C-011-003

As described in Chapter 2 Alternatives Considered, Section 2.3, all

stations would provide for effective pedestrian and bicycle access to and

from nearby bus stops, park-and-ride facilities, and surrounding streets. 

Bicycle parking facilities would be provided.  They would be designed to

satisfy all applicable design standards, public access requirements, and

fire, life and safety standards.    

 

C-011-004

Design for the NE 155th Street Station would include accommodation for

emergency vehicle priority and access to and along the arterial. 

Potential traffic enhancements along NE 155th Street could include

transit signal priority treatments at traffic signals.

 

C-011-005

If a NE 155th Street Station were to move forward as part of the project

to be built, a range of architectural concepts would be explored during

final design to minimize potential adverse effects of the new structures,

noise walls, station area lighting, landscaping, and connections with local

roadways. 

 

C-011-006

In coordination with the City of Shoreline, Sound Transit has defined

mitigation measures to offset the impact to a portion of Ridgecrest Park,

including replacement of property for park areas converted to

transportation use and installation of landscaping and a berm or barrier

to provide visual screening.  Trees do not typically offer notable

sound reduction, but Sound Transit will work with WSDOT and Shoreline

for tree replacement.  Section 4.5 in the Final EIS discusses

tree replacement.  
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C-011-007

All streets reconstructed with the project will meet local standards, which

in Shoreline includes pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as lighting

and crosswalks.  The Preferred Alternative plans have further details on

these features, most of which are focused on the station areas and

where streets are realigned for the project (near Ridgecrest Park and at

the NE 145th Street and NE 185th Street Stations). 

 

C-011-008

The noise and vibration impacts analysis considered topographical

conditions in neighborhoods, including Ridgecrest, as described in

Section 4.7 of the EIS and further detailed in the Noise and Vibration

Technical Report.  The Final EIS has updated information on

potential noise impacts and mitigation, and Sound Transit's commitment

is to mitigate all moderate to severe transit noise impacts in accordance

to FTA standards.  

 

C-011-009

The alternatives all assume an integrated transit service plan featuring

local buses feeding the stations; for the EIS, Sound Transit worked with

King County Metro and Community Transit to develop a conceptual plan,

and east-west routes were prominent elements of the assumed

network.  King County Metro and Community Transit are ultimately the

lead agencies for the actual service plans and any revisions, but their

public planning for service revisions would be coordinated with Sound

Transit, and typically occurs about a year prior to light rail project

opening.   

 

C-011-010

Thank you for your comment regarding rezoning to encourage higher-

density mixed-use development.  The rezoning of station areas,

however, is not part of the Lynnwood Link Extension project.  Rather,
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revisions to land use plans and regulation is the responsibility of the local

government.  Section 4.2.4 Indirect and Secondary Impacts discusses

these potential land use impacts in station areas.  Rezoning in the Fifth

Avenue NE and NE 165th Street business district would not likely occur,

but could occur, as an indirect action related to the Lynnwood Link

Extension project.  Sound Transit is considering a light rail station at NE

155th Avenues, which is more than 0.5 mile from the district. 
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C-012-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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C-012-002

The vibration and noise analysis for the church uses the FTA impact

criteria. It is Sound Transit’s policy to mitigate light rail transit noise that

would otherwise result in moderate or severe impacts. See Section 4.7

of the Final EIS for updated impact and proposed mitigation information. 

Sound Transit's design for the Preferred Alternative also maintains the

parking supply for the church and the center, although the configuration

would be changed in some areas. 

 

C-012-003

Your concern regarding visual impacts is noted and is consistent with

information in the EIS.   The impacts of the at-grade alternatives are

rated as medium and include relocation of noise walls to the east and

loss of vegetation as is illustrated in Figures G-16 and G-18.  The

impacts of the elevated alternatives are rated as high and include the

visibility of the elevated guideways, which reduced intactness and unity

of views and are illustrated in Figure G-17. Final design will continue to

consider these impacts and potential mitigation.

 

C-012-004

Please see responses to C-012-001 and C-012-002.
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C-012-005

The elevated alternatives are rated as having a high visual impact on

adjacent residential areas in the text and maps on pages 4-75 and 4-84

in Section 4.5.3 of the Draft EIS.  In this case, the elevated guideway

and overhead catenary would be readily visible and reduce intactness

and unity of views from viewpoints to the east.  The height of the

elevated guideway relative to surroundings, including the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church, is shown in Figure G-17 in Appendix G of

the Draft EIS.  The conceptual plans provided in Appendix F of the Draft

EIS provide greater detail on the alignment and the proposed light rail

profile, including structural heights. Where applicable, information has

been updated for the Final EIS. 

Noise monitor location M-6 measured noise levels near the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church.  The existing noise levels are described on

page 4-110 and the extent of noise impacts are described on page 4-113

in Section 4.7.3 of the Draft EIS.  The noise and vibration technical

report provided further detail, but the monitoring location was used to

predict noise levels and mitigation not only for the church, but also for

surrounding residences, which are highly noise-sensitive.

 

C-012-006

Based on the design modifications developed for the Preferred

Alternative (which were also applied to all of the at-grade

alternatives) access to the property has been maintained through the

realignment of the city street providing access to the church.  See

Section 3.2 of the Final EIS for a better understanding of the differences

in impacts among the alternatives.

Depending on the alternative, noise mitigation includes a noise wall for

at-grade alignment and the introduction of a 4-foot-tall to 8-foot-tall

barrier at the edge of the elevated alignment. Vibration impacts would be

mitigated by design measures that reduce the amount of vibration
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energy from passing trains to the ground. See Section 3.6 for proposed

transportation-related mitigation, Section 4.5.6 for proposed visual

impacts mitigation, and Section 4.7.7 for proposed vibration and noise

mitigation. Both the Transportation and Noise and Vibration Technical

Reports have also been updated in the Final EIS to reflect changed

conditions.

 

C-012-007

Individual properties are indicated in the Noise and Vibration Technical

Report, and although we did not mention the church specifically in the

affected environment section, because elevated alternatives did not

have vibration impacts, it has since been added to the Final EIS Noise

and Vibration Technical Report for all alternatives. However, here is a

synopsis for the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Noise and

Vibration Technical Report for the Final EIS:

The church impacts are mentioned under the elevated alternatives

in Chapter 7.

•

Noise monitoring sites are shown in Attachment A, and site M-6 is

right behind the church at a residence. 

•

Detailed noise impact tables are in Attachment B, the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church is typically near the top on the second

page of each set of tables (one set for each alternative; the church

is only under Segment A).

•

Attachment C has maps showing the impacts, for example, the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church is shown as an impact on

Figure C-2a, Alternative A3 impacts.

•

Attachments D and E are for vibration and the church is included by

address only in Attachment D, and there is an analysis for each

alternative, just like the noise. Attachment E is vibration data, and

not relevant to the church.

•

In response to concerns raised about impacts to your church property,

Sound Transit has revisited the alignments of the alternatives in

Segment A.  As now described in the Final EIS, none of the Segment A
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alignments would displace the church building, but the western part of

the property would be needed. However, Sound Transit's intent is to

avoid displacing your church and community operations from the

property due to light rail operation.

 

C-012-008

While the Draft EIS does not detail property by property the specific

construction effects for each alternative, it did note that properties along

the alignment would be subject to typical construction impacts.  See

section Section 4.5.3 (Visual), Section 4.7.3 (Noise and Vibration), and

Section 3.2.4 (Traffic and Access). Section 4.4.6 also described the

construction planning and coordination with affected property owners

that would occur. See the Noise and Vibration Technical Report for

property-specific information. Mitigation measures are also identified in

the EIS for visual (Section 4.5.6) and noise and vibration (Section 4.7.7)

impacts.

 

C-012-009

The realigned roadway needed to maintain access to the property would

involve relocating the caretaker’s residence, but Sound Transit would

provide financial assistance and other services for the relocation, which

would include a review of options for relocating near the church. 

Appendix F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the

refined Segment A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps

and tables concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation

requirements for the alternatives.

 

C-012-010

Please see response to C-012-001 regarding revisions to the A

alternatives and response to C-012-002 regarding visual impacts.  

The noise analysis for the church uses the FTA impact criteria and

Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below that criteria.  The
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FTA criteria for noise are based on exterior noise levels and are more

stringent than the criteria for traffic. It is Sound Transit’s policy to

mitigate moderate or severe impacts.  Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS

describes the potential mitigation measures. As described in earlier

responses, the Final EIS includes updated information on impacts and

mitigation now that the at-grade alternatives do not displace the church.  

Section 4.13 of the Final EIS discusses electromagnetic fields, which are

produced whenever electricity is used.  No sensitive receptors (i.e.

hospitals, radio stations) are within the range of the light rail line.  It is not

expected that the light rail would interfere with the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church's radio.  

 

C-012-011

Please see noise discussion in response to C-12-010.  

 

C-012-012

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  In addition, if any

existing WSDOT noise walls are removed and replaced as part of the

project, they will be placed and designed to provide the same or better

noise reduction as the existing wall, with no increases in highway noise

levels.

 

C-012-013

Please see responses to C-12-003 and C-12-005.

 

C-012-014

The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church, built in 1971, does not meet

the age criteria for the National Register of Historic Properties (NHRP),

but it does meet Seattle's 25-year threshold for landmarks.  See Section

4.16.1 and Section 4.16.2 of the Final EIS for additional information on

the landmark process.
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C-012-015

Wheel squeal only occurs on tight radius curves, not on a straight

section of track, like the ones along this segment of the corridor.

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria. 

The FTA criteria for noise are based on exterior noise levels and are

more stringent than the criteria for traffic. Sound Transit's policy is to

mitigate moderate or severe impacts. Potential mitigation measures for

noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

 

C-012-016

Please see the previous response to comment C-012-004.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property would involve

compensation to the property owner in accordance with the federal

Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies

Act of 1970; the Washington State property acquisition policies and

procedures in Chapter 8.26 Revised Code of Washington (RCW); and

Sound Transit’s adopted Real Property Acquisition and Relocation

Policy, Procedures, and Guidelines.
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C-012-017

Please see the response to C-009-001.
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C-012-018

Please see the response to C-005-001. 

 

C-012-019

Please see the response to C-005-002.
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C-012-020

Please see the response to S-002-001.

 

C-012-021

Please see the response to S-002-001.
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C-012-022

Please see the response to C-041-001. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 192

C-012-023

Please see the response to C-041-002. 
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C-012-024

Please see the response to C-035-001. 
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C-012-025

In response to concerns raised about impacts to the church property,

Sound Transit has revisited the design details of the Segment A

alternatives. As now described in the Final EIS, none of the Segment A

alternatives would displace the church building, but the western part of

the property would be needed. However, Sound Transit's intent is to

avoid displacing your church and community operations from the

property due to light rail operation.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 195

C-012-026

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and for highlighting its significance

to the region’s Baltic community.  This was the most frequent topic noted

in the Draft EIS’s public comment, and the Sound Transit Board

subsequently directed Sound Transit to explore a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  Since the publication of the

Lynnwood Link Extension Draft EIS in June 2013, additional engineering

was undertaken to reduce adverse effects on the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church property and facilities located at 11710 Third Avenue

NE, Seattle.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated

in the Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall (also called

the cultural center).  Access to the property and its functions have been

maintained. 

Several sections in the environmental document have been updated to

address these changes including:  Section 2.5.1 describes the refined

alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition

impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community facilities and

neighborhoods; Appendix F presents revised conceptual engineering

plans for the refined Segment A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains

detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition, displacement, and

relocation requirements for each Segment A alternative.  Compensation

would be provided if the alternative selected for construction would

require acquisition of land or improvements as is required by the federal

Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies

Act of 1970; the Washington State property acquisition policies and

procedures in Chapter 8.26 Revised Code of Washington (RCW); and

Sound Transit’s adopted Real Property Acquisition and Relocation

Policy, Procedures, and Guidelines.  

Construction of the light rail guideway in proximity to the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church would take approximately 1 to 2 years, a
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longer period for elevated alternatives.  Construction work would

predominantly occur between 8 am and 6 pm during weekdays with

occasional nighttime and weekend construction.  Near-term construction

activities would be communicated to adjacent property owners through a

proactive community outreach plan and may include newsletters,

Internet postings, community meetings, and direct contact by a Sound

Transit representative.  Reconstruction of the noise wall on the west

edge of the church property would require negotiation of a temporary

construction easement that would be negotiated prior to the start of

construction. 

Sound Transit intends to maintain access to the church and community

center buildings during construction, though the access may differ

somewhat from existing conditions for short periods.  Other short-term

impacts would include visual, air quality, and noise impacts.  They would

be avoided and minimized with the implementation of best management

practices. These would include fencing the construction area for public

safety, spraying the construction area with water to reduce dust, and use

of temporary noise walls where practical.  For additional information, see

Sections 4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7, respectively.

 

C-012-027

Please see response to C-002-001.

 

C-012-028

Please see response to C-002-002.
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C-012-029

Please see response to C-002-003.
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C-012-030

Please see response to C-034-001.
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C-012-031

Please see response to C-030-001.

 

C-012-032

Please see response to C-030-001.

 

C-012-033

Please see response to C-030-001.
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C-012-034

Please see response to C-026-001.
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C-012-035

Please see response to C-015-001.

 

C-012-036

Please see response to C-015-002.

 

C-012-037

Please see response to C-015-002.
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C-012-038

Please see response to C-021-001.
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C-012-039

Please see response to C-020-001.
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C-012-040

Please see response to C-003-001.
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C-012-041

Please see response to C-019-001.
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C-012-042

Please see response to C-016-001.
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C-012-043

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. See Section 2.5.1 for a description

of the refined Segment A alternatives that avoid displacing the church.

The modifications for the project include a realignment of the city street

serving the church, which will provide a street meeting current city

standards, including sidewalks.  The parking area would be modified but

Sound Transit anticipates the current levels of parking for the church

would be maintained. 
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C-012-044

Please see response to C-040-001.
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C-012-045

Please see response to C-031-001.
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C-012-046

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Since the publication of the

Lynnwood Link Extension Draft EIS in June 2013, additional engineering

was undertaken to reduce adverse effects on the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church property and facilities. As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall (also called the cultural center). Access to the property

and its functions have been maintained.

Several sections in the environmental document have been updated to

address these changes including: Section 2.5.1 describes the refined

alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition

impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community facilities and

neighborhoods; Appendix F presents revised conceptual engineering

plans for the refined Segment A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains

detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition, displacement, and

relocation requirements for each Segment A alternative.   Construction of

the light rail guideway in proximity to the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran

Church would take approximately 1 to 2 years, a longer period for

elevated alternatives.

Construction work would predominantly occur between 8 am and 6 pm

during weekdays with occasional nighttime and weekend construction.

Near-term construction activities would be communicated to adjacent

property owners through a proactive community outreach plan and may

include newsletters, Internet postings, community meetings, and direct

contact by a Sound Transit representative. Reconstruction of the noise

wall on the west edge of the church property would require negotiation of

a temporary construction easement that would be negotiated prior to the

start of construction. Sound Transit's intent is to maintain access to the

church and community center for duration of construction, though the

access may change somewhat from existing conditions for short periods.

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 212

Short-term visual, air quality, and noise impacts would be avoided and

minimized with the implementation of best management practices. These

would include fencing the construction area for public safety, spraying

the construction area with water to reduce dust, and use of temporary

noise walls where practical. For additional information, see Sections

4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7, respectively. As an adjacent property, the church

property would be affected long term during operation of the light rail

train, but impacts would be mitigated to allow for the continuance of

ongoing cultural activities. The discussion of impacts in the Final EIS has

been updated to reflect the refined alternatives. Access would be

maintained to the property and the church and community center would

remain.  See Sections 3.2 and 3.6 that discuss these transportation

impacts. With the required reconstruction of the noise wall, some

vegetation would be removed from the property. See Sections 4.5.2 and

4.5.7 for additional information. Noise impacts also would vary by

alternative. See Sections 4.7.3 and 4.7.7 for additional information on

impacts and mitigation, respectively.

 

C-012-047

Please see response to C-006-001.
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C-012-048

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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C-012-049

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and for highlighting its significance

to the region’s Baltic community. Since the publication of the Lynnwood

Link Extension Draft EIS in June 2013, substantial additional engineering

was undertaken to reduce adverse effects on the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church property and facilities. As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall (also called the cultural center). Access to the property

and its functions have been maintained.

Several sections in the environmental document have been updated to

address these changes including: Section 2.5.1 describes the refined

alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition

impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community facilities and

neighborhoods; Appendix F presents revised conceptual engineering

plans for the refined Segment A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains

detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition, displacement, and

relocation requirements for each Segment A alternative. Compensation

also would be provided if the alternative selected for construction would

require acquisition of land or improvements as is required by the federal

Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies

Act of 1970; the Washington State property acquisition policies and

procedures in Chapter 8.26 Revised Code of Washington (RCW); and

Sound Transit’s adopted Real Property Acquisition and Relocation

Policy, Procedures, and Guidelines.
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C-012-050

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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