
“Staff from the WSDOT, the City of Shoreline, and throughout the region worked closely 
together to address this important piece of the corridor and identify what types of upgrades 
could be made that would produce significant traffic flow and safety improvements… 
WSDOT is excited to partner with the City of Shoreline in the redevelopment of this 
interchange… We strongly urge support for this regionally significant project...”

Amy Scarton, WSDOT , Assistant Secretary

“The improvements proposed as part of this grant request, as well as those planned for the 
remainder of the corridor, will provide greater connections to existing and future transit 
routes and enhance mobility for those using the corridor.”

Harold S. Taniguchi, King County DOT Director

• Improves access for all vehicles across the SR 523 (145th Street) bridge deck
• Provides a direct pedestrian connection between SR 523 and the 145th light rail station
• Connects to the future Trail Along the Rail
• Addresses substandard sidewalks and lack of bicycle facilities crossing I-5 
• Provides operational improvements and improved bus operations

Typical new cross-section of the SR 523 (145th ) Street bridge deck over I-5. A practical design that adds 
capacity, safety, and pedestrian improvements while  minimizing impacts to existing bridge structure.

SR 523 and I-5 Interchange Project

ACCESSING LOCAL & REGIONAL CENTERS VIA 
LIGHT RAIL 
The Lynnwood Link light rail extension will open in 
2024 linking the regional growth centers of 
Lynnwood, Bothell, Northgate, and downtown 
Seattle. Improvements to the I-5 / SR 523 
interchange is an investment to reduce impacts to 
I-5 and provide better community linkages to the 
145th Street light rail station.

ACCESSING CENTERS VIA BUS SERVICE
King County Metro bus rapid transit (BRT) service, 
RapidRide, and Sound Transit future BRT service 
on SR 523/SR 522 connects Shoreline to the 
regional growth centers of Bothell, Lynnwood, 
Northgate, and downtown Seattle. 

Metro plans to connect the SR 99 corridor to the 
145th Street light rail station by operating frequent 
bus service along SR 523 from SR 99 to the station.  
Sound Transit also plans to provide BRT service to
the 145th Street light rail station along SR 523 and 
SR 522 to Woodinville. Improving the interchange 
will create a vital east-west link between the two 
services and provide transit connections to the 
future light rail system and the regional centers it 
serves. 

IMPROVING THE REGION’S I-5 CONNECTION
The operation of the interchange impacts the 
ability for SR 99, SR 523, SR 522, and I-5 itself to 
function optimally. Roadway improvements that 
benefit transit, bicyclists, and pedestrians are all 
urgently needed.

ENHANCING SAFETY
The interchange has substandard sidewalks, 
experiences a number of high back end and angle 
collisions, has a significant number of pedestrian 
accidents, and no bicycle facilities. Increasing 
traffic volumes exacerbates these safety 
challenges for all users. Improvements are needed 
to provide a safe environment for motorists, 
bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit users.

SUPPORTING REGIONAL FREIGHT MOBILITY
SR 523 is a WSDOT designated freight corridor 
experiencing bottle neck congestion levels in the 
project area. Improvements are needed to allow 
trucks and goods to continue moving through the 
corridor.

Interchange bottleneck

• New non-motorized bridge

• New I-5 on-ramp

• Signal improvements

• Continuous left turn lane on bridge deck
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