
CITY OF SHORELINE 
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS MINUTES 

 
April 5, 2017 Shoreline City Hall  
6:30 pm 
  
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT  
Ballinger – Stephanie Angelis 
Briarcrest – Sophia Kowalski 
Echo Lake – Jeanne Monger 
Highland Terrace – Cyndi Robinson 
Innis Arden – June Howard 
Meridian Park – Gretchen Atkinson 
North City – Dan Dale 
Parkwood – Braden Pence 
Richmond Beach –David Davis 
Richmond Highlands - Pete Gerhard 
Ridgecrest – Patty Hale 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT:  Rob Beem, Community Services Manager; Constance Perenyi, Neighborhoods 
Coordinator; Suni Tolton, Diversity and Inclusion Coordinator 
 
I.  Call to Order  
Chair Pete Gerhard called the meeting to order and asked for self-introductions.  Stephanie Angelis read 
“The Enkindled Spring”, a poem by D.H. Lawrence. 
 
II. Review April 5 Agenda and Minutes from March 1 
The April 5th agenda was approved. Minutes from March 1 were approved.   
 
III. Public Comment 
Patty Hale shared that Sears in Shoreline is still open, and is not slated to be closed.  She encouraged 
shopping there to support the local economy. 
 
IV. Visiting Councilmember Update 
Councilmember Jesse Salomon reaffirmed Shoreline’s status as a Welcoming City.  Neither City staff, nor 
the Shoreline Police Department, makes inquiries about people’s immigration status.  Does that make 
Shoreline a Sanctuary City?  Currently, there is no legal definition for that term.  Will being a Welcoming 
City affect federal funding in Shoreline? It shouldn’t.  The City of Seattle has initiated a lawsuit against 
the current administration, and it will be relevant to watch how that resolves for Seattle. 
 
As reported at the last CON meeting, Council has approved the new Supplemental Paid Family Leave 
Policy.  As of now, it is only for City Staff, but there may be further research into making it a more 
general policy.  Another issue Council will look at is a secured scheduling regulation for employers 500 

http://www.shorelinewa.gov/home/showdocument?id=30929
http://www.shorelinewa.gov/home/showdocument?id=30933


more employees and 40 locations.  This would guarantee more predictable scheduling for employees 
with flexible hours. 
 
The City is making a donation of land secured during the Aurora project for low income housing.  Council 
is reviewing options for its use, how many units will be constructed, and what the target level of income 
will be.  In answer to a follow question about income levels, he said that this process is in the very 
beginning stage. 
 
In response to a question about proposed plans for the Fircrest Campus, Councilmember Salomon said 
that there were longstanding questions about the quality of care that need to be addressed by the 
State.  CON Member Dan Dale encouraged everyone to look at the Fircrest Master Plan, and to stay 
current on all proposals so residents can support future development of the site that will benefit the 
community. 
 
When asked whether the City could purchase land around the Sears to create a park, Councilmember 
Salomon said the land was not currently for sale.  He said that any future changes to the site will prompt 
environmental review, and that the possibility of daylighting culverts will be a consideration. 
 
V. Diversity and Inclusion in Shoreline 
After giving a brief introduction to her work in the City, Diversity and Inclusion Coordinator presented 
demographic information about Shoreline (included below).  She then led an exercise to get CON 
members thinking about how they “sell” events to people in their neighborhoods.  When asked to share 
how the exercise felt, responses ranged from surprise, discomfort, and even shock at suddenly shifting 
into selling or investing mode.  Many chose to invest based on the level of confidence displayed by the 
sellers, while others agreed that it would have been better if they had been asked what they needed. 
 
VI. Preparing for Summer Events in Neighborhoods 
Suni then facilitated a discussion about what CON members consider as they plan neighborhood events 
for this coming summer. 
 
What are goals for a successful event? 

• More than 100 people at the Bruggers Bog National Night Out event; 
• More than 800 people at Ballinger Outdoor Movie Night; 
• More than 2000 people at the Ridgecrest Ice Cream Social; 
• Increase diverse attendance at meetings and events in Parkwood; 
• More attendance from across Shoreline at the Richmond Beach Strawberry Festival; 
• Good turnout at first Food Truck events in Echo Lake. 

 
What are expected challenges in putting together successful events? 

• Fundraising, to provide activities at no cost for participants. 



This can be done through grants, bake sales, rummage sales, sponsorships, and CON book sale at 
Swingin’Summer Eve. 

• Communication/Advertising 
How to provide for greater language access? 

• Finding enough volunteers to lead and help. 
 
What are successes in overcoming challenges? 

• Getting the word out through all channels, including websites and newspapers. 
• Large recruitment of volunteer support, and volunteers who have specific roles. 

 
VII.  Board Report 
With elections coming up in May, Pete explained again how the nominating committee works, and 
asked for people to serve.  At this point, there are candidates for all positions except for secretary. 
 
VIII.  Neighborhood Coordinator’s Report 
Constance continued the theme of summer events.  The annual CON picnic will be on Tuesday, July 25.  
The site will be determined soon, but will be on the east side of the city this year.  She also referred to 
the CON goal of increasing cross-neighborhood collaboration (Goal #3).  Members of the board have 
discussed the possibility of an all-City project, possibly with an arts focus, hosted and facilitated by CON 
at Celebrate Shoreline this year.  Mural artist Sara Snedeker is interested in helping plan and coordinate 
this.  Constance asked if any CON members were interested in forming a project committee.  Sophia 
Kowalski, June Howard, and Stephanie Angelis expressed interest, and Constance will contact them once 
she has more information about options. 
  
IX. The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 
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Handout from Presentation 
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