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Shoreline Preservation Society
940 NE 147th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

May 2, 2016

Shoreline City Council
17500 Midvale Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133

Subject: DEIS Study Alternatives for the 145th Station Subareas

Dear Council,

This (attached) is a power point presented by Dr Sarah Cooke at a program sponsored by Shoreline Preservation
 Society.
It is specifically about wetland science and why it matters in the urban area.

Shoreline Preservation Society requests that you please place it in the record for the DEIS on 145th Subarea.

In particular, I would like to call your attention to several very important points she makes.

1. The health of wetlands and the habitat they sustain is greatly improved when they are surrounded by "Forested
 Uplands", which of course is exactly what we have in Paramount Park, and also at Twin Ponds. These uplands have
 many steep slopes which should be protected on their own merit. Some are already in the buffer of the 6/9 acres of
 wetlands in an around the park. But some may not be in the buffer of the wetlands. However, their value
 ecologically should be considered in your decision. If the properties containing these steep slopes, wetlands, creeks
 and their buffers are retained in R-6, in the future the City could obtain them more easily for Parks and Open Space
 Expansion. And as you know, Open Space and Critical areas protection are required under the Growth Management
 Act.

2. Wetlands are very significant for fighting Climate Change. They are among the most valuable assets to protect
 our air quality and against Global Warming.

3. Artificial or engineered solutions using non-natural technology for stormwater attenuation, are very expensive and
 must include frequent upkeep and staff attention. They must be replaced frequently, and budget issues often prevent
 timely upkeep needs. Then the stormwater situation is worse than nothing. LID is required, but there must be room
 left for swales or natural drainage solutions and adequate vegetation. So, for now it is much better to retain R-6
 zoning around these parks with critical areas to allow for birds and other wildlife to migrate easily nearby, and for
 groundwater that feeds the wetlands and sustains the creeks in dry periods to be undisturbed.

4. Best Available Science is required under GMA by the Dept of Ecology. Thus far, BAS has not been used by staff
 to analyze actual environmental impacts to the wetlands and critical areas. Unfortunately, the studies used to date
 were flawed. Staff has already admitted they were not meant to be adequate.  Existing studies that were already on
 file and sponsored by the City were not utilized properly to inform the DEIS process.

Please review and consider these important points and others in the presentation.
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Birds That Use Wetlands 


In a study done in 
King County over 
a 10-year period 
94 species of 
birds were found 
to use the 
wetlands! 







Birds That Use Wetlands 


Wetland 
area and 
habitat 
diversity 
were 
found to 
be critical 
factors 
for high 
bird 
diversity 























Mammals in our Wetlands 
Small mammals: 


! 21 species 
found in King 
County


! 19 are native!















Thank you,

Janet Way, President,
Shoreline Preservation Society
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